
From the outset, Empire State College has been a visionary experiment. Its ambitious and 

prescient aim at its founding in 1971 was to make education “more relevant to the individual and 

more responsive to the needs of society” by creating a college that “transcends constraints of 

space, place, and time.” 

  

That is a bold and rare beginning. 

  

I am thrilled, honored, and proud to have the opportunity to lead Empire State College now, 

when this model is more necessary than ever. We are facing rapid changes in the workforce that 

demand a response from our educational institutions. I believe Empire State College has the 

answers. 

  

We don’t need to reinvent the wheel. Empire already delivers excellent, individualized education 

to students at every stage of life. I’ve seen this in the alumni who have shared countless success 

stories with me over the past few months – stories of aspiration, hard work, and transformation. 

Stories that speak to the heart of Empire’s mission. 

  

We will focus on that mission to be sure it extends to every aspect of our work. We’ll invest in 

the things we do well in order to do them even better. And we’ll capitalize on new opportunities. 

  

Empire’s founding documents hand us a gift: there is no conflict between tradition and 

innovation. The tradition is innovation. We are charged with experimentation to continue 

delivering an educational experience that meets the needs of students today and anticipates their 

needs tomorrow. We are, by design, at the leading edge. 

  

To help push us forward in new ways, I want to hear from you. I want to know what ideas are 

percolating up from every corner of the Empire community. My door will always be open for 

discussion. 

  

We are going to charge hard to strengthen Empire from the inside out, starting from day one. 

There is good reason for urgency: The competition is fierce, with many sharks in the water 

willing to take students’ hard-earned money and offer degrees with little or no value. We know 

we can do better, and we must be sure that students know it. 

  

I would also like to share some news. I’m proud to announce that Empire State College will be 

assuming oversight of the Rockefeller Institute of Government, SUNY’s public policy research 

arm. The Institute is a gem of the SUNY system, helping to inform better public policy with 

rigorous research and analysis. Its work is read and cited by policymakers at the state and federal 

level around the country, as well as in press coverage of pressing policy debates. Moving 

forward, the Institute will be able to work more closely with Empire faculty, staff, and students 

to draw on the vast talents of the college, open real-world learning opportunities, and provide a 

powerful platform for new research. I look forward to the work that will come out of these new 

connections. 

  

Finally, I would like to thank Officer in Charge Mitchell Nesler, Interim Provost Meg Benke, 

and Interim Chief of Staff Tai Arnold for their outstanding leadership over the past 16 months. 



They will continue in important leadership positions going forward. 

  

I look forward to meeting you in the coming weeks and months as we make Empire State 

College the gold standard of individualized education. Now it’s time to roll up my sleeves and 

get to work!  

  

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Malatras, Ph.D. 

President  
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