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FROM THE PRESIDENT
“I have fallen in professional love with this
mission of access, innovation and excellence.”

By the time this issue of the magazine reaches you, I will
no longer be serving as president of Empire State College.
After much consideration, I have decided to accept the
presidency of Thomas Edison State University in Trenton,
N.J., an institution remarkably similar to SUNY Empire.
Why then, you might ask, have the editors of this
publication chosen to put a photograph of me on the
cover? There is a good reason. Much of this issue is
devoted to the conacept of leadership and people who
embody it. The three people on the cover represent three
important layers of leadership within the SUNY system.
H. Carl McCall, the distinguished former comptroller
for the state of New York, sits as the chairman of the
SUNY Board of Trustees, the body that makes decisions
ranging from the appointment of its institutions’
presidents to setting various policies. In the middle
is the new chancellor of the State University System,
Kristina Johnson, a renowned scientist, entrepreneur and
educator, who served as undersecretary of the federal
Department of Energy and is now charged with leading
the largest state university system in the nation. When
this picture was taken, I was the Empire State College
president, and if I may say so, a critical component in the
SUNY leadership team. My role was to marry the vision
and direction of SUNY into the mission of SUNY’s only
statewide and adult-focused college. Of course, all three
of us, and the numerous other leaders across SUNY, are
always advocating for SUNY and our students.
As this is my last opportunity to address you, I want to
reflect briefly on the last five years. My work at Empire
State College has been both challenging and rewarding,
and would not have met with the success it has without
the commitment and efforts of good people across
the college, our tremendous student body and the
thousands upon thousands of alumni who continuously
step up to support this wonderful college.
While goodbyes can be emotional, this goodbye marks
a period of celebration of all that we have accomplished
together. We have been strong fiscal stewards, balancing
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budgets and saving money for key investments. The
implementation of new technology systems streamline
business processes and provide data analytics that will
align our resources with real-time student needs. We
have both new and significantly refurbished buildings
where our students, faculty and alumni can gather
and showcase our innovative academic programs. Our
new strategic plan is completed after a year of work by
more than 600 dedicated people, from both inside and
outside the college. The plan lays out a clear vision and
sets a bold agenda as we move to the college’s 50-year
anniversary and our 2020 Middle States Commission
re-accreditation process. We have created new pathways
for professional development and now boast a leadership
team that reaches well into the college, is strong and
accomplished and is collectively committed to our vision
for the future.
With all of this, you can see why leaving was a difficult
decision for me. Working closely with the extraordinary
people who believe so deeply in the mission of providing
access to a broad array of learners across the state has
been a high point of my career. But leadership is not
about complacency or resting on laurels. It is about
personal growth and taking on new opportunities
and challenges. I have fallen in professional love with
this mission of access, innovation and excellence.
The new position provides exciting opportunities to
advocate for nontraditional and part-time students
and create innovative pathways to degree completion
and career success. I will deeply miss what has become
my SUNY Empire family and I look forward to the
future collaborations between our institutions. I know
I am leaving this very special place in the hands of
an outstanding leadership team, within SUNY and
throughout our college.

Merodie A. Hancock
President

O

ACHIEVEMENTS
Alumnus Dawoud
Bey ’90 (born David
Edward Smikle) was
awarded The John D.
and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation
“genius grant” for his work as an
African-American photographer who
focuses on large-scale color portraits of
adolescents and other often
marginalized subjects. Bey received his
B.A. in The Arts with a concentration in
photography. His mentor was
renowned photographer Mel Rosenthal.
He will receive a total of $625,000,
dispersed quarterly over five years,
“with no strings attached.” Bey holds an
MFA from Yale University.
Student Jonathan Lajas, who studies
at the college’s Latham location,
received a Fulbright Award to study
Tanzanian history and apply this
learning to his teaching at an Albany,
N.Y., charter school, where he has been
teaching for several years, as well
as share his American approach to
teaching with Tanzanian colleagues
and students.
Mentors Desalyn
De-Souza and
Tracy Galuski
participated in the
2017 Early Childhood
Development
Conference hosted
by the Dudley Grant
Memorial Trust in
collaboration with
the University of the
West Indies Caribbean
Child Development Center, Open
Campus and School of Education,
and Mona Campus.

Zeeva Bukai, academic
support specialist
in Brooklyn, received
the 2017 Curt Johnson
Prose Award for
fiction for her story,
“The Abandoning.”
Ajay Das, an associate professor in
the Education Division of the School
for Graduate Studies, has been
selected by the U.S. Department of
Education to review SEED (Supporting
Effective Educator Development) grant
applications that provide funding to
increase the number of highly effective
educators in P-12 education.
Leah Perry, mentor and associate
professor in the Division of Humanities
and Arts, completed a stint in Debrecen,
Hungary, in December as a Fulbright
Scholar lecturing at the University of
Debrecen. She focused on the study of
gender, sexuality and the United States.
Meg Benke, School for
Graduate Studies chair
for Education, was
awarded the Noflett
Williams service award
from the National
University Technology Association,
which recognizes an individual who
exhibits a sustained commitment to
providing service to those in the field.
The International
Accreditation Council
for Business Education
recognized Alan
Belasen, professor
of Management at
Empire State College, as a 2017
recipient of the John L. Green Award
for Excellence in Business Education,
which honors individuals who have
made significant contributions that
advance the cause of academic
quality in business education.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
The college is launching a new
combined program leading to a
bachelor’s degree in Business,
Management and Economics and
an MBA in Business Management.
The combined programs enable the
undergraduate BM&E students to earn
up to 12 credits toward their MBA while
working toward an undergraduate
degree. These credits count toward
both the undergraduate degree
and the MBA.

MOUs AND PARTNERSHIP
AGREEMENTS
SUNY EMPIRE – SUNY ULSTER
Lisa H. Schulte, DNS, RN, CGRN, has
joined the faculty of our School of
Nursing and Allied Health and will
be SUNY Empire’s liaison to SUNY
Ulster, bolstering the colleges’ recent
partnership. Through the ESC – Ulster
arrangement, SUNY Ulster will offer
classroom instruction for nursing
students seeking their bachelor’s
degree through Empire State College,
which, until now, had been offered as
an online-only program.
SUNY EMPIRE – MARIA COLLEGE
In a first-of-its-kind agreement for
both colleges, bachelor degree students
at Albany’s Maria College now have
an early admission pathway for
transferring into all SUNY Empire State
College’s School for Graduate Studies
and School of Nursing and Allied Health
programs.
SUNY EMPIRE – SUNY COBLESKILL
PATHWAY
Agreement has been reached to open
a seamless new pathway between
SUNY Cobleskill and SUNY Empire that
allows qualified Bachelor of Business
Administration students at Cobleskill to
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ACHIEVEMENTS

FACIL

transfer smoothly into the Master of
Business Administration in Business
Management program at SUNY
Empire. The agreement allows crossregistration of up to 9 credits of SUNY
Empire MBA courses and establishes a
framework for developing a combined
BBA-MBA program registered jointly
by both institutions.

FACILITIES

The Suffolk County Water Authority,
in Oakdale, N.Y., has signed a
memorandum of understanding with
the college establishing a Corporate
and Community Partner Benefits
program that extends eligibility to
water authority employees and adults
in their households for credit-based
educational opportunities through
the college’s physical locations and/
or online. SCWA participants will be
responsible for tuition and fees, but
the $50 orientation fee will be waived
and a one-time, $100 Presidential
Scholarship will be applied to
employees’ first-term expenses.
SUNY EMPIRE – ARTECH
INFORMATION SYSTEMS
The college also has signed a similar
memorandum of understanding with
Artech Information Systems LLC, in
Morristown, N.J., providing the $50
fee waiver and $100 scholarship for
employees of the firm.
SUNY EMPIRE – SALUTE VETERANS
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Sixty-seven active-duty military and
veteran SUNY Empire State College
students, from across New York state
and the nation, have been inducted
into the college’s SALUTE Veterans
National Honor Society. Representing
all branches of the U.S. Armed
Forces, these students were the first
from SUNY Empire to be inducted
into SALUTE; 36 of them graduated
last spring. SUNY Empire became a
chapter of SALUTE in May 2017, thanks
to the efforts of the college’s Office of
Veteran and Military Education.

4 | w w w .es c .ed u

SUNY Empire State College’s former President Merodie A. Hancock and
U.S. Navy Commander Judd Krier cut a ceremonial ribbon opening
the national testing center at the college.

SUNY Empire State College’s location at 113 West Ave. in Saratoga
Springs, N.Y., has been designated an official national testing center for
Defense Activity for Nontraditional Education Support (DANTES) and DSST
standardized exams.
U.S. Navy Commander Judd Krier, commanding officer of the Naval Nuclear
Power Training Unit (NPTU) in Ballston Spa, N.Y., and former President
Merodie A. Hancock cut a ceremonial ribbon to mark the occasion.
Krier said that staff at NPTU researched how to provide better opportunities
for sailors to take DANTES and DSST exams and contacted the college’s
Office of Veteran and Military Education, which led to the college’s
designation as a national testing center. The college already accepts college
credit for successful completion of DANTES and DSST standardized exams.

PHOTO CREDIT: KIRK STARCZEWSKI

SUNY EMPIRE – SUFFOLK COUNTY
WATER AUTHORITY

ITIES
Ed.D. COMING

Architectural rendering by JMZ Architects and Planners, Inc. of the
new college facility under construction on College Road in Selden, N.Y.,
that will serve Empire State College students on Long Island.

SUNY Empire broke ground in October for a new sustainable, technologically
advanced and handicapped-accessible education facility on College Road in
Selden, N.Y. The two-story, 26,668-square-foot structure will meet the U.S.
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Silver
standard for sustainability. Sited on 6.6 acres in Eastern Suffolk County on
Long Island, the state-owned facility will cost $14 million to construct. Project
completion is anticipated for March 2019.
NYS Sen. Kenneth LaValle, chairman of the state Senate Higher Education
Committee, said at the ceremony, “The groundbreaking is a culmination
of hard work over many years. I’m excited for not only the start of the
construction, but for the results that will bring tomorrow’s technology here for
SUNY Empire students. State-of-the-art immersive cloud learning will enable
two-way interaction between students and faculty between campuses and
expand learning opportunities.” LaValle was credited by former President
Merodie Hancock for his persistent determination and tireless shepherding
of the project over many years.

A resolution permitting Empire State
College to offer a Doctorate in Education
in Educational Leadership and Change
has been approved by the SUNY Board of
Trustees. The proposed Ed.D. will be the
college’s first offering at the doctoral level
once additional approvals are granted
by the Office of the Governor and the
State Education Department. The focus of
the proposed program is unique among
current SUNY offerings. Unlike the Doctor
of Philosophy that prepares students for
an academic position, the Ed.D. is designed
around a scholar-practitioner model, which
is built on the assumption of self-directed,
collaborative learning among researchers,
practitioners, educators and students to
produce scholar-practitioners. It will prepare
mid-career practicing professionals to hold
leadership positions in educational settings,
social services and community organizations
and professional-development divisions
of government or corporate entities.
Information about the Ed.D. approval process
will be shared as it becomes available.

THE ROAD TO 400
CHALLENGE: RAISING
FUNDS FOR STUDENTS
The Fund for Empire State College held
The Road to 400 last fall – a four-day motor
tour of the state of New York with a goal of
securing a $40,000 challenge gift in support
of our students. The tour took the Office
for Advancement team – all loaded into
one van – to Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse,
Binghamton, Hartsdale, Hauppauge,
Brooklyn, Manhattan, Latham and back to
Saratoga Springs all in four days, hosting
donor events and engaging our fans on
social media along the way. At the end of
the road, the team surpassed our goal of
400 donors and raised more than $67,000
in support of our students. Sincere thanks
go to alumni, faculty, staff, administrators,
Foundation Board and College Council
members who followed along and
contributed to this success.

www.esc.edu

| 5

MEET THE PROVOST AND EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

for ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

DAVID BEJOU
As a leader at Empire State College
with significant and far-reaching
responsibilities, what results are you
looking for? And, how have you adapted
your leadership style for our distributed
campus environment, where there is
infrequent in-person contact with the
team being led?

Q:

DAVID BEJOU JOINED SUNY EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE ON JULY 1, 2017.
HE CURRENTLY OVERSEES ALL UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE PROGRAMS AT
SUNY EMPIRE, INCLUDING THE SCHOOL FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES, SCHOOL
FOR GRADUATE STUDIES, SCHOOL OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH, THE HARRY
VAN ARSDALE JR. CENTER FOR LABOR STUDIES AND INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION.

My long-term goals are to create a positive
working environment, celebrate our
accomplishments, establish a culture of
transparency, build relationships
with faculty, staff and our students,
and promote an appreciative, inquirybased culture.

PHOTO CREDIT: SARATOGAPHOTOGRAPHER.COM

My immediate priorities for the remainder
of the 2017-2018 academic year will move
us toward realizing those goals. These
priorities are improving our students’
experience and success, promoting a
supportive and collaborative culture for
faculty and staff, fostering a studentcentered culture where quality, access,
inclusion and diversity result in a vibrant
student learning experience and working
with the Office of Administration to
establish financial equilibrium by linking
our strategic and financial plans.
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I attach great importance to personal
relationships. My preference is to meet
with people face to face because that is
the most effective way to listen and learn
and to get to know them and learn their
passions. Because Empire State College is
distributed, and face-to-face meetings are
not always possible, I will adapt and use
email and Skype when necessary.
In the past, Bejou served as dean of the
College of Business and Social Sciences
and professor of Marketing at West Virginia
State University; dean of the School of
Business and Economics and professor of
Marketing at Elizabeth City State University;
and vice provost, dean of the School of
Business and professor of Marketing at
Virginia State University.

Q:

Why do you want to be a leader
at SUNY Empire State College,
and how might the hallmarks of your
approach to leadership listed above
be manifested at SUNY Empire?

EJO

I was drawn to the mission of SUNY
Empire State College as envisioned
by Ernest Boyer in 1970. I value the
mentor model of serving students
and have a passion about changing
our students’ lives. Our innovative,
individualized degree programs
and multiple modes of study keep
Empire State College at the forefront
of nontraditional higher education
and provide adult students with the
opportunity to work toward a college
degree. I welcome the chance to serve
underrepresented students, shatter
barriers that inhibit access to higher
education and fulfill students’ dreams
of achieving a college degree.

In addition, he was interim vice president
for Academic Affairs and division head
for Behavioral Sciences and Business
at Texas A&M-Texarkana and head of
retailing at Griffith University in Australia.
What is your approach to
keeping people motivated?
How do you galvanize a team?

Q:

The key to motivating people
is transparency, trust and
communication. It is very important
that everyone work toward the same
goal of making the college the best it
can be. Our vibrant governance system
brings all constituents within the
college together to make decisions to
improve the institution. I believe that
shared governance is vital because it
not only builds relationships within
the college, it produces a culture of
transparency that motivates people,
which is necessary to move the
college forward.
We need to provide support and
encourage our people. I am a big
proponent of helping people realize
their true potential. Since I have been
at the college, I have met with each
one of my leadership team and many
of the staff in Academic Affairs to
discuss their current and future career
goals. This, in turn, has helped me
make decisions to ensure we have the
right talents in the right positions.
Bejou has a Ph.D. in Business
Administration, with a concentration in
marketing and a minor in psychology,
from the University of Memphis; an MBA
in Aviation, with a minor in aviation
management, from Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University; and a B.A.
in Linguistics, with a minor in English
literature, from the College of Literature
and Foreign Languages in Tehran, Iran.

Your educational pursuits have
had a varied focus, ranging
from English literature to aeronautics
to marketing and business
administration. Can you explain why?

I consider myself a lifelong learner.
Even though English literature, finance,
aeronautics and hospitality do not
appear to be related disciplines,
for me, they are connected. English
furthered my understanding and
appreciation of liberal arts, humanities,
social justice and human rights.
Aviation made me appreciate the STEM
disciplines, as well as the importance
of creativity and innovation. Marketing
and business helped me to see the link
between profit and corporate social
responsibility, compassion in business
and social justice.
My interdisciplinary background has
given me the ability to appreciate and
understand how to work with many
academic disciplines and made me
sensitive to their needs. I value the
interdisciplinary nature of Empire
State College and find it to be one of
the qualities that makes it such an
excellent institution.
Bejou is known for his perspectives on
human rights, business compassion,
customer relationship management
and relationship marketing. He has
been a vigorous advocate for diversity,
including for underrepresented groups,
military and nontraditional students.
He founded and chaired the West Virginia
State University International Human
Rights Conference.

Q:

I am honored and privileged to
continue Boyer’s legacy along with
our unmatched faculty and staff.
I see my role as empowering our
administration, faculty and staff to
have a positive impact on the students
we serve and the communities in
which we are located, and to create
additional pathways to meet the
increasing needs of an educated
workforce in the state of New York
and beyond.
For more than four decades, we have
positively changed thousands of adult
learners’ lives. I am thrilled to be here
at Empire State College and to be a
part of that history, and I look forward
to working with the entire SUNY
Empire community to make this the
best institution it can be.

www.esc.edu
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MEET THE EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

for ADMINISTRATION

JOSEPH GARCIA
As a leader at Empire State
College with significant and
far-reaching responsibilities, what
results are you looking for? How have
you adapted your leadership style for
our distributed campus environment
where there is infrequent in-person
contact with the team being led?

Q:

JOSEPH GARCIA JOINED SUNY EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE IN JULY 2017. HIS
RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE OVERSIGHT OF HUMAN RESOURCES, BUDGET,
BUSINESS AFFAIRS, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, FACILITIES, SECURITY,
COMPLIANCE, FINANCIAL AID, STUDENT ACCOUNTS, BOOKSTORE OPERATIONS
AND COLLEGEWIDE PROJECT MANAGEMENT. AS CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER,
HE IS ACCOUNTABLE FOR THE COLLEGE’S BUDGET MANAGEMENT AND
SERVES AS TREASURER OF THE COLLEGE’S FOUNDATION.

PHOTO CREDIT: SARATOGAPHOTOGRAPHER.COM

Ultimately, measuring success is at the
college level. I ask all my directors to put
the college first, their department second,
and themselves third in their decisionmaking. That said, providing effective
customer service to faculty, staff and
students is especially important for the
Office of Administration. When it comes to
the distributed campus environment, I can
leverage my previous experience in the
military and federal government. It takes a
conscious effort to stay engaged with staff
not co-located with you, but it can and
should be done.
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Prior to joining Empire State College, Garcia
was vice president for finance and business/
CFO at The Citadel, CFO in New Orleans for
FEMA’s Hurricane Katrina Gulf Coast Recovery
Office, CFO for the federal Food Safety
Inspection Service and CFO for the Air Force Aid
Society Headquarters. He also spent 28 years in
the United States Air Force, including tours at
the Pentagon, Air Force Academy and overseas
in Germany and South Korea and the Middle
East. He started as an enlisted person, and
retired at the rank of Lt. Colonel.
What is your approach to
keeping people motivated?
How do you galvanize a team?

Q:

A leader may mistakenly look at his or her
organization’s performance as if they were
reading their stock market investments.
Sometimes performance is up, but
sometimes it is down. They hope the next
day will be better. Years ago, I developed
a principle that has framed how I try to
treat people. It is called the MAP formula:
motivation X ability = performance.

ARCI
By concentrating on the right side of
the equation, a leader is merely looking
at an outcome or result. The better
approach is for a leader to focus on the
left side of the equation: motivation
and ability. Both of these factors
determine performance, and can be
influenced by a leader. You can achieve
high motivation by first treating people
with respect. Everyone has a role that
should be valued. In fact, my goal is
to stretch people a bit and challenge
them to do things they have not done
before. You should show interest in
their personal lives, such as family or
other nonwork-related matters. I try to
promote teamwork whenever possible
to leverage our various capabilities.
Having a little fun is okay too. Since
my arrival, we have had team-building
activities that generated some
laughter while instilling lessons around
creativity and the need for emotional
intelligence. At the same time, a leader
should also ensure that people have
the ability to do their jobs. Things
like proper training, professional
development, pursuing certifications,
necessary equipment, staffing, budget
and other resources to enhance ability.
Garcia earned an Executive Master’s in
Leadership from Georgetown University,
an MBA from the University of Central
Oklahoma and a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration from the
University of Arizona. He is also a certified
Government Financial Manager.

Q:

How did you get started on the
road to your college degrees?

That is an interesting story. I joined the
Air Force right out of high school as
an enlisted person. College was
not really an option for me. After about
five years, I received orders to the Air
Force Academy to work in the finance
office. My career goal at that time was
to spend 20 years in the military and
retire at the rank of Master Sergeant.

When I arrived, many of the enlisted
personnel in the finance office were
attending school at night to obtain
their college degree. It took one special
person named Dave Scott to get me
started on the road to my own college
degree. Dave actually worked for
me and had a large family to support.
Yet, he was nearly finished with
his accounting degree with
the aspiration to become a certified
public accountant.
Dave would constantly encourage
me to join the rest of the group that
was pursuing their degree part time,
after work. Repeatedly, I came up
with excuses why I could not attend.
I had a young family of my own. I
needed to study for the next promotion
exam. I was working a part-time job
to make ends meet (as did Dave), but
Dave was persistent. Finally, I told
him that I did go to the education
office and there was a course that
interested me, but it would cost $300
up front and then I had to wait on the
reimbursement. In my mind, at least,
I had finally come up with the perfect
excuse that would stop Dave from
nagging me. Money. If anyone should
understand the challenges of a tight
family budget, it would be Dave with
his own large family to support. The
next morning, Dave walked up to my
desk and laid down three one-hundred
dollar bills and said, “Now what’s your
excuse?” At that point, I had none.
I was backed into a corner. I took the
first course, Western Civilization,
and received an A. The next semester,
I completed two courses. Within a
year, I was taking three courses (9
credit hours) a semester and began
accumulating enough college credit to
be accepted for an early separation
program to attend the University of
Arizona and finish my degree after
two years. I also re-entered the
Air Force, this time as a second
lieutenant Finance Officer.

College education (and Dave Scott)
had dramatically changed my life for
the better.
In addition to his financial management
background, Garcia especially enjoys all
aspects of leadership development. He
taught leadership courses at both the Air
Force Academy and The Citadel and has
authored three leadership books.
What qualities or attributes
make a person a leader and not
just a boss? Why do you want to be a
leader, especially here at SUNY
Empire State College?

Q:

You lead people and you manage
things. Successful leaders put energy
into an organization, unsuccessful ones
take energy out. You have to manage
your ego like your cholesterol. There
is good ego (confidence, professional
pride) but there is also bad ego (hubris,
and overconfidence). Good leaders are
good listeners, willing to hear ideas
from other people. A leader must
be a total leader, meaning that you
encourage all to participate so that
all can contribute, regardless of any
differences in race, gender, etc. No
one should be left behind. Followers
will also rise and fall to a leader’s
expectations. You need to be positive
and optimistic.
Although there are many challenges,
there are many more rewards that
come with leadership responsibilities.
You have a chance to make a positive
difference in an organization, seeking
continuous improvement. I am
especially grateful to be part of the
leadership team at SUNY Empire State
College because of our special mission.
Education changed my life as a working
adult going to school on a part-time
basis. Ensuring others have that same
opportunity is a special privilege, and a
way to pay back what I received.

www.esc.edu
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MEET THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

of INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

FRANCESCA CICHELLO
By Helen Susan Edelman

PHOTO CREDIT: JOHN HUGHES ’81

Overseeing SUNY Empire’s education
services for students in Albania, the
Czech Republic, Dominican Republic,
Greece, Lebanon and Turkey – from
degree planning to designing and
delivering online courses – Cichello brings
a lifetime of intercultural experience to
her position. She grew up the daughter
of two high-school language teachers
in a trilingual household, where they
communicated in a nonstandard Italian
dialect, Spanish and English. Cichello was
surrounded by a multicultural richness
that sparked her innate understanding
of, and fascination with, “a wide swath
of people.” (She also learned to speak
standard Italian as an undergraduate at
Skidmore College, where she earned a
degree in Literary Criticism.)

WHILE HER PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL
ROOTS RUN DEEP IN UPSTATE NEW YORK,
FRANCESCA CICHELLO, THE NEW EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION,
HAS ACHIEVED AN INTERCONTINENTAL REACH.
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Now, she says, “You can’t say you’ve
really educated a person who hasn’t been
prepared for exposure to people with
different values and outlooks, speaking
a different language in a different time
zone.” Thus, her new position at SUNY
Empire is a perfect match; she continues
to “stretch” herself intellectually and
constantly incorporate new skills. The
college is the beneficiary of her up-closeand-personal commitment and, in her
words, “zest for internationalization.”
Cichello’s current responsibilities include
helping to develop new and innovative
international programs and partnerships,
creating collaborative opportunities
for faculty and academic leadership
to internationalize the curriculum,
expanding study abroad tours and study
opportunities tailored for working adult
learners, fostering international faculty
exchange, leading a cross-functional
team at the college that is charged with
providing consultation that supports
teaching and mentoring in the college’s
current and emerging international
programs, building international
enrollments, engaging international
alumni and working closely with SUNY
Global. In addition, she is the liaison
between the college and SUNY’s Office of

Global Affairs, leads the college’s efforts
related to the SUNY Collaborative Online
International Learning Nodal Network and
serves on the founding advisory board for
the SUNY-University of the West Indies
Center for Leadership and Sustainable
Development.
Undaunted by the depth and breadth
of her responsibilities, the indefatigable
Cichello also volunteers to teach Italian
language and culture to adults through
the college’s Academy for Lifelong
Learning. “I love being in the classroom,”
she says, noting that after graduating
from Skidmore she received a Master
of Teaching from Union College and
spent one gratifying year as a highschool teacher. “I think to be a good
administrator, you have to stay in touch
with students. I don’t want to get too far
away from that. You’ve got to keep your
feet in the classroom and on the ground.
I find it energizing.”
Cichello, who has been at the college
since 2006, is especially intrigued by
the potential for online international
learning. Online learning offers access
to students abroad, who, despite
being great distances from each
other, fully participate in classes while
not compromising the excitement of
connecting with peers and instructors, or
the quality of the course content.
She has, herself, designed online courses;
her familiarity with optimizing this
approach to delivering education makes
her a valuable resource to both faculty
and students around the world.
Her new job does demand that Cichello
be on the road more than she used to
be. “But I wouldn’t trade it. The college
leadership is completely supportive and
view developing high-level international
education as a priority. They understand
the power and meaning of international
education as transformative and
extraordinary and that any real
conversation about global high-level
learning has to include international
education as part of the discussion.”

CULTUR
By Raúl Manzano ’05, Rosalind October-Edun,
Lear Matthews and Sophia Mavrogiannis

THE IDEA BEGAN TO TAKE SHAPE IN MID-2016, IN PART SPARKED BY A
NEWLY FORMED PARTNERSHIP AMONG SUNY, EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF THE WEST INDIES. BY THE END OF THAT
CALENDAR YEAR, IT WAS NEARLY FULLY FORMED.
While leading Empire State College, former President Merodie Hancock saw great value in devoting an entire school year
to integrating cultural literacy into the college’s academic programs, social activities and volunteer efforts. She advocated
for focusing on a single geographic region, or specific ethnic group of people, as part of a long-term, collegewide
commitment to foster cultural diversity in both the institution and the communities where it is located.
“This effort will contribute to the cultural competency of our students, faculty and staff,” said Hancock. “And it will further
underline and support our long-standing strong commitment to upholding the mission of the college to serve a diverse
student body from across New York state and around the world.”
In March 2017, at the college’s annual All College, the Year of the Caribbean was officially launched at the Boyer lecture,
delivered by Vice Chancellor of The University of the West Indies Professor Sir Hilary Beckles, a distinguished university
administrator, internationally known economic historian and transformational leader in higher education.

www.esc.edu
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CULTURE

Students, faculty, alumni and staff rose
to the occasion, taking the opportunity
to explore other cultures.
In June at the college’s Brooklyn location
in its Livingston Gallery, Caribbean
American Heritage Month was
celebrated with an art show featuring
works by student and alumni artists,
many of whom are members of the
Metro Art Club. A resulting story about
the experience, written by Visiting
Assistant Professors Raúl Manzano and
Rosalind October-Edun, described the
ambiance at the show and celebration:
Elegantly decorated with garlands
portraying Caribbean motifs, created by
visual artist Julia Primus, the Livingston
Gallery was transformed into an island oasis
in downtown Brooklyn. The magical setting
featured palm tree cut-outs, a tropical forest
installation and a selection of fresh hibiscus,
Bird of Paradise and anthurium, which
provided temporary relief from hectic New
York City life. Primus’ installation recreated a
tree trunk built on a column, wrapped with
burlap, real Elephant Ear leaves, tree vines,
hibiscus flowers and directional signs with
names of Caribbean countries. Her work
was titled “Tropical Paradise.” Additionally,
miniature flags of various Caribbean islands
drew visitors to a selection of appetizers
representing those regions.

The student and alumni artists included
in this inaugural celebration were
Bernice Stewart, Eugenia D’Ambrosio ’05,
Alisa Irby ’16, Natural Langdon, Vanessa
Moore ’14, Julia Primus ’16, Pedro
Tavárez, Daryl Tillman ’16, Felix Torres,
Carmen Velez and George A. Velez.
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Their work was described as expressing
“the artists’ bond with Caribbean
cultures, from Puerto Rico’s 1862 fight
for independence, reflected in ghettos
and gentrified streets, botanical scenes
and bodegas, graffiti-covered buildings
and the Nuyorican cafes of El Barrio in
New York City; to the charm of Trinidad’s
and Tobago’s carnivals, people and
colorful spirit; to the streets of Havana,
Cuba, with its string music players and
food vendors.”
One of the aspirations for the cultural
diversity initiative is the creation of
academic offerings; that aspiration
has been achieved. It began with
an essay that became the first in a
series of scholarly reflections written
by faculty and staff about their work
in the Caribbean or with Caribbean
populations. “Viewing the Caribbean
through Cultural Performance:
Reflections on Collaborative Learning
and Teaching,” by Associate Professor
Rhianna Rogers and Records Specialist
Alison Brust ’16, introduced the
occasional series. It was about a final
project and course Rogers co-taught
with Brust, her former graduate student.
Rogers, who teaches in the Division
of Social and Behavioral Sciences,
is the college’s first Interdisciplinary and
Multidisciplinary Studies coordinator.
The essay was well received and led
to development of an interdisciplinary
online course, which was team-taught
by the two and looked at the artistic
representations of culture through
the lenses of visual culture and
performance art.

Ironically, much of the world’s focus
turned to the Caribbean and then
Puerto Rico in the summer and early
fall as hurricane after hurricane made
landfall – Irma, Jose, Lee, Maria, Nate –
leaving death and devastation in their
wake. In the aftermath, a very successful
effort was undertaken by SUNY Empire
students across the state to collect
desperately needed goods for shipment
to various Caribbean nations.
Collection boxes were placed in all
34 of SUNY Empire’s statewide locations.
From just the Capital Region alone, an
entire truckload of items was donated.
All items were taken to the Empire
State Plaza in Albany for delivery and
distribution in the Caribbean.
At the college’s Cheektowaga location,
the collection went even further, with
collection of food and other critical items
collected by faculty member Rhianna
Rogers, who mailed them to Puerto Rico,
covering the cost herself.
In Hauppauge, the college’s location is in
the same building as a state collection
site, which inspired more giving.
“When our staff and students found
out that Hauppauge was originally a
state-designated drop-off point, they
immediately wanted a donation bin set
up in our Old Westbury location as well.
A bin was made and folks immediately
started donating. This initiative was a
tremendous display of the generosity of
our staff and students and their caring
for those in need, and we were able to
donate even more,” said Lauren Webb,
the regional operations coordinator for
Long Island.

“THIS INITIATIVE WAS A TREMENDOUS DISPLAY OF THE GENEROSITY OF
OUR STAFF AND STUDENTS AND OF THEIR CARING FOR THOSE IN NEED … “
Associate Professor Lear Matthews,
a member of the Human Services
Department, a sociologist and widely
published author on Caribbean issues,
was able to contextualize the devastating
loss of life and property from hurricanes
and volcanos for the rest of the college
community by preparing an essay titled,
“Coping with Natural Disasters in the
Vulnerable Caribbean: Personal Loss
and Recovery.” In it, Matthews urged
mental health professionals, especially
those among the Caribbean diaspora
populations in the U.S., to offer their
services, which are as much needed
as basic necessities, such as food and
shelter. “Although crisis intervention
is essential immediately following a
disaster, an important dimension of
recovery is the restoration of good
mental health and long-term counseling,
where needed,” wrote Matthews.
He explored the idea that recovery from
the trauma caused by natural disasters
in developing countries is “ … steeped
in western psychological approaches,
(and) is often incompatible with the
customs and beliefs of the affected
local communities.”
Matthews concluded, “The fatalistic
leave it in God’s hands, as one survivor
reported. Others deny their pain,
or demonstrate complacency in the
disaster aftermath. Such reactions
tend to be congruent with culturally
defined coping behaviors in other

hardship situations. Social workers, as
well as those who prescribe disaster
management policy, must become aware
of cultural considerations (customs,
beliefs) impacting community responses
and integrate theoretical knowledge and
interventional approaches with facts
about community characteristics as they
engage survivors.”
While Matthews explored an important
topic well worth further study, he
also made the case for the value of
being culturally aware and culturally
competent, precisely what “The Year of
… ” cultural initiative is meant to achieve.
Other projects have emerged. As part
of the 2017-2018 ESC Reads project,
Jamaica Kincaid’s “A Small Place” was
selected as the “common read” across
the college. ESC Reads is meant to
provide students, faculty and staff with
a common intellectual experience, to
encourage them to think about “big
issues” and connect the entire college
community across disciplines and roles
– a perfect project for The Year of the
Caribbean.
“A Small Place” is a work of creative
nonfiction that blends historical analysis,
social and cultural criticism to examine
ways that issues such as migration,
colonialism, tourism and racism have
lasting impacts on the Caribbean
region and its people. The analysis and
discussion of Kincaid’s book began
in earnest at the Fall 2017 Academic

Conference and continued through the
spring semester.
A more lighthearted activity was
undertaken in November by students,
alumni and employees in the Central
New York region who gathered at
Painting with a Twist studios in Dewitt,
N.Y., to create Caribbean-themed art.
The activity was supported by the
student activity fee.
As a significant segment of the college
community continues to develop a
deeper understanding of the Caribbean
region, having spent many months
reading, thinking, writing and talking
about it, it will soon be time for another
“Year of … ” cultural initiative.
Hancock announced in late November
that, in consultation with “The Year of … ”
steering committee, 2018-2019 will be
The Year of the Indigenous Peoples
of the Americas, including groups
representing North, Central and South
America. The year will be launched at All
College when Kevin Gover, the director
of The Smithsonian’s National Museum
of the American Indian, will deliver the
annual Boyer Lecture.
In coordination with “The Year of … “
steering committee, a faculty planning
subgroup already has begun collecting
internal and external resources, as well
as coordinating academic coursework
and program offerings to support
this theme.
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THREE ALUMNAE
HONORED AS LEADERS

PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID HENAHAN

By Lindsay Valenti

One true measure of a college’s
greatness can be found in the
achievements of its alumni.
Realizing that Empire State College is
globally known for developing leaders
in a variety of fields, the Alumni
Student Federation Board of Governors
established the Alumni Awards Program
in 2016 to honor outstanding former
students, a number of whom have
gained unique distinction through
success in their professions, service
to the college and contributions to
their communities.
The inaugural recipients of the first of
these awards were honored in October.
The awards were for an emerging leader,
a distinguished leader and a graduate
who has especially impacted his or her
community. The three, Janice M. Novello,
Susan H. Turben and Catherine M.
Roberts, were recognized during the joint
foundation board and federation board
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dinner in Saratoga Springs, N.Y. Each
awardee was recognized with a plaque
to be displayed at the college’s Alumni
House, as well as a personal award.
“We already have a number of ways
to recognize our stellar alumni and
students, but there can never be too
many occasions to shine a spotlight on
the powerful work our alumni do as
leaders in their fields and communities,”
said former President Merodie Hancock.
“This recognition is especially significant
since the recipients are selected by
their peers.”
The awards will be given annually,
said Federation Board President Keith
Amparado ’88, adding, “We know, more
than most, how hard we all have worked
to earn a SUNY Empire degree and it is
important that we highlight the successes
of our fellow alumni.”
Ralph Aloe ’04 serves as the chair of
the federation board’s Alumni Awards

“ … there can never be too
many occasions to shine a
spotlight on the powerful
work our alumni do as
leaders in their fields and
communities.”

From left to right, Janice M. Novello, Susan H. Turben
and Catherine M. Roberts are recognized with the
inaugural alumni awards from the Alumni Student
Federation Board of Governors by Empire State
College’s former President Merodie Hancock.

committee. “Our mission is to identify
and reward those who have put their
past experience with the college into
solutions in the real world. Personally,
seeing the wonderful and extraordinary
work being done by all the applicants has
made me extremely proud to be part of
this institution. I hope that the examples
set by the winners will significantly
influence our current and future alumni,
as they have for me,” Aloe said.
The Emerging Leader Award recognizes
significant career achievements and
civic involvement of a recent graduate
within the last five years. The inaugural
recipient is Catherine M. Roberts ’16
of Buffalo, N.Y. Roberts, who earned
her Bachelor of Science in Business,
Management and Economics, is senior
vice president of the Community
Action Organization of Erie County,
Inc. In her role, she oversees program
administration for 11 program divisions,

EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE FOUNDATION REPORT 2017

T H E I M PA C T O F

PHILANTHROPY

Through the support of our alumni, employees and friends, the Empire State
College Foundation provides invaluable support to our students and faculty,

and enables the college to initiate new program development and partnership

opportunities. In fiscal year 2017 ( July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017), the Empire State

College Foundation distributed $1.76 million to various programs and initiatives.
“The Impact of Philanthropy” provides an annual report on these activities.
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F O U N DAT I O N S P EN D I N G
F O R 2 0 1 7 - 2 0 18
For the 2017-2018 year, the foundation
has allocated a total of $1,763,981
to distribute to students, faculty
programs and other initiatives to ensure
our students’ academic success.

8%
15%

$1,763,981

The investment portfolio has been
well managed with an average rate of
return of more than 13 percent in 2017.
Our portfolio features a mix of equity
investments, along with fixed-income
investments and a small percentage in
alternative investments, designed to
balance long-term growth while
maximizing current profitability.

S C H O L A R S H I P A N D S T U D EN T
AC T I V I T Y S U P P O RT
TOTAL AMOUNT OF FOUNDATION SUPPORT
RECEIVED BY STUDENTS IN 2017-2018: $784,055

In 2017, the college launched an online
scholarship application portal. The Empire
State College Foundation Application for
Scholarships Tool (ESCFAST) provided an
opportunity for students collegewide to apply
for scholarship funding. ESCFAST collects
comprehensive input from faculty and staff
on applicants, and drastically simplifies the
scholarship process for students. More than
1,600 students submitted applications to
be considered for one of 100+ donor-funded
scholarships, which were distributed to more
than 600 students across all areas of study.
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$242,332 	Outreach and
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$253,100 	Personnel Support
	
and Professional
Development Activities

The largest percentage of funding –
44 percent – goes directly to students
via scholarship awards and other
student-focused activities.
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OPENING THE DOOR TO

STUDENT SUCCESS

Lashauna Walker

THE F UND FOR EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
B.S., BUSINESS, MANAGEMENT AND ECONOMICS // BROOKLYN, N.Y.

“

 our years ago, I couldn’t imagine being here, a college student in pursuit of a bachelor’s degree
F
in Finance and Information Systems. I feel confident that with the knowledge and skills I’ve
learned at Empire State College, I will soon be able to make the dream of having my own business
a reality. I am extremely committed to my education, and one step closer to becoming a college
graduate, thanks to your generosity and The Fund for Empire State College Scholarship.”

Vincent Crisano

THE F UND FOR EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
B.S., HUMAN DEVELOPMENT // STATEN ISLAND, N.Y.

“

I am learning so much on my journey, and one thing I have learned and will never forget is
that an education is not something that can be taken for granted. It is important to believe
in yourself and wake up every day knowing that you can make your situation better than it
was yesterday. All it takes is a little bit of work and some faith in yourself.”

Halee Potter

ALUMNI/STUDENT FEDERATION SCHOLARSHIP
B.A., SOCIAL SCIENCE, ANTHROPOLOGY // AT TICA, N.Y.

“

SUNY Empire State College has provided me with great support since the beginning.
A traditional college was not an option when I had so many other responsibilities.
The guidance I’ve received from my mentor is unparalleled. Your generous contribution
will allow me to focus on my studies and research, without this financial burden.”

Naureen Virani

JOSEPH L. MANCINO ’80 FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
B.P.S., INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES // ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y.

“

The scholarship came at a time when I was struggling to believe in my own potential to
succeed, and it restored my enthusiasm. This scholarship gave me a morale boost and
the push to take on two more classes this semester. Because of the doors being opened
for me, I feel like my life could change and my dreams are within reach.”

S U P P O R T I N G F A C U LT Y

A N D A C A D E M I C I N I T I AT I V E S

The foundation allocated $1,763,981 in 2017 to dozens of student-focused and faculty-led
initiatives, in addition to direct scholarship support to more than 600 students.

Among many others, the foundation supported faculty development, diversity initiatives,
Scholars Across the College and academic residencies.

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT activities, included travel to professional and scholarly
conferences and research projects. Over the past year, faculty members participated in 83
conferences, including 23 international conferences, and, overall, nearly 100 individuals were
able to participate in scholarly professional development opportunities.

DIVERSITY INITIATIVES included scholarships for under-represented students, along
with other activities aimed at increasing participation in and access to college programs. Under the
oversight of the college’s chief diversity officer, these initiatives were implemented collegewide.
In the New York Metropolitan region, the foundation supported several programs through
the Black Male Initiative, including an alumni mentoring effort and the Fortified/Enriched
Classroom Environment, which provides additional support to newly admitted at-risk students
to ensure successful completion of their first year of studies.

THE SCHOLARS ACROSS THE COLLEGE program allowed three faculty members to
travel across the state to present their scholarly work and conduct research in their respective
areas of study. Scholars made 10 presentations during the past year.

ACADEMIC RESIDENCIES are an increasingly important part of the college’s modes of
delivery. These intensive weekend experiences are popular with students, offering peer-to-peer
interaction not always available to them. Residencies also offer faculty an opportunity to drill
down into themes and subject matter in collaborative, lively and creative ways.

www.esc.edu/supportESC

ALUMNI VOLUNTEER
IN RECORD NUMBERS

has helped secure five times the
fundraising support from the previous
year. She was promoted to senior vice
president after just two years.
She was team captain for the 2017
Leadership Buffalo Class Experience
Program and a graduate of United Way
of Buffalo and the Erie County Board
Governance Program. She is a member
of the Buffalo Chapter of the Links, Inc.;
the Strategic Council and Scholarship
Committee; Junior League of Buffalo;
“Say Yes to Education,” a Buffalo
after-school advisory committee; and
a board member for the Girl Scouts of
Western New York. She also established
the “Be Committed” scholarship to
students interested in media arts.
The Community Impact Award
recognizes alumni who inspire the world
around them through service to the
community. Janice Mary Novello ’83,
whose teaching career in STEM
education has spanned 50 years, is the
first recipient. Novello was chosen from
more than 7,000 entries to be in the first
group of 19 middle-school teachers in
the Teacher in Space Program in 1988.
She is a member of the International
Space Academy representing the U.S.,
and was invited to participate as a key
educator and expert in climate trends
at a White House event.
In addition, she has served the
community by being a President’s
Club-level donor to SUNY Empire
State College; the founder of the “H20
Project,” raising $10,000 during Lent
to fix broken pipes and wells in Sierra
Leone and to build a water pump in
Northern Kenya; and as coordinator
of the Helping Hands Project. As

the founder of the STREAM (Science
Technology Religion Engineering Arts
Mathematics) Project, she volunteers to
work with schools that cover 10 counties
in Florida to locate business partners
that will teach professional skills to
teachers and work with students to
develop proficiencies in STREAM areas.
The Distinguished Leader Award
recognizes transformational
philanthropy, leadership and service
to Empire State College. Susan H.
Turben ’72, H’05, among the college’s
earliest graduates, is founder of Turben
Developmental Services. She earned
her Bachelor of Arts in developmental
psychology/infant development. Her
nonprofit organization provides child
development and parent education
for adults and their young children.
Turben and her husband, Jack, gave
the lead gift of $1 million during the
college’s Learners First Campaign. She
has served on many national and local
boards, while also providing financial
support to the Cleveland Museum of Art,
Cleveland Sight Center and Institute for
Educational Renewal and the National
Public Radio Foundation. Turben
has been a leader within the college
community as well. She has served
on the college’s foundation board
since 2001 and is a former chair. She
established the Susan H. Turben Award
for Excellence in Scholarship, awarded
annually to a faculty member doing
groundbreaking research. She received
an honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters from the college in 2005.
To learn more about our alumni
programs or to be involved
as a volunteer, please go to
www.esc.edu/alumni

The Office of Alumni and Student Relations,
along with the Office of Enrollment
Management, came together again to
offer alumni an opportunity to assist with
student recruitment efforts. This past
September was the fourth time alumni have
assisted in the Statewide Open Houses,
with the first in June 2016. Alumni volunteer
numbers increased from four in June 2016,
to 44 in April 2017, to 60 in September 2017.
“Our alumni absolutely love to give back
to this institution and share their story
with prospective students,” says Associate
Director of Alumni and Student Relations
Lindsay Valenti. “Coming from all different
walks of life, each alum has a unique
story that speaks to their nontraditional
educational journey and sharing their
experience with prospective students is an
intangible benefit for the student, as well as
the alumni.”
Jeffrey Meade ’13 enjoyed his experience
as a panelist presenter at the college’s
Hartsdale location. “The faculty and staff
involved did a wonderful job. They were
personable, engaging and informative. You
could not have found better representatives
of the college.”
The Alumni Volunteer Program has many
opportunities to get involved. Currently,
there are 85 active alumni testimonials
online used for student recruitment
efforts. In both 2016 and 2017, the college’s
commencement ceremonies across the
state had 40 alumni volunteers assisting
throughout the eight regional locations.
Alumni also refer students to ESC,
participate as event speakers, offer career
support in conjunction with the career
service coordinator and remain active with
the Pay It Forward initiative supporting
community service campaigns.
If you are interested in volunteering, don’t hesitate
to reach out to the Office of Alumni and Student
Relations. Contact Lindsay Valenti directly at
518-580-4779 or Lindsay.Valenti@esc.edu.
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portfolio
By Hope Ferguson Morgan

Wilma Fleming ’95

Buffalo Region

THE CURSE AT LILAC WATERS

Troelina, the purple troll, foolishly wanders into Goatsland, ruled by an evil goat-king who turns her
into a gopher tortoise. Meanwhile, a bored city boy and Troelina’s lovelorn boyfriend roust up a
rescue for the sassy troll and attempt to break the curse that will restore her … but first the city boy
must find courage and the ability to rise to the challenge. Can the pair do it?
In addition to this fantastical middle-school novel, Fleming has published short stories in several
anthologies, as well as penning columns, articles and musical reviews for newspapers as a lifestyle
reporter and freelancer. She also has directed summer writing workshops and worked as a substitute
teacher for elementary and middle schools in New York and Florida. The married mother of five
writes from her home studio.
Fleming earned her bachelor’s degree from Houghton College and her associate degree from Empire State College. She
is a member of the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators and a past member of the Creative Writers of the
Southern Tier and the Florida Children’s Author Team.

Gina VanSicklen ’10

Old Westbury Region

… AND THE STARS SMILED

Love lost, then found. Gina VanSicklen has independently published a young adult novel, “ … And the
Stars Smiled,” exploring young love and its heartaches. Her protagonist, Sunshine, meets Jack under
the stars after a betrayal by her high-school sweetheart, but the two go their separate ways. However,
they make a pledge to listen to music together once a week in their respective locations. Then, “Sunny
is faced with a difficult decision, but will that one choice tear them apart? Can the stars that brought
them together keep them united? Will Sunny and Jack’s love survive?”
The married mother of two adult sons writes, “I write, so, therefore I am … but seriously, I feel like
writing is a part of me and I have always been a writer in my heart. One day, I worked up the courage
to follow my heart. I found joy. I consider myself lucky to live a wonderful life. When I write, I feel an inner joy that stays
with me all day,” she told Goodreads, “There is nothing better than that feeling,”

Dottie Coakley ’76

Rochester Region

CHATTANOOGA GIRL

You could call “Chattanooga Girl” a socially conscious suspense novel. It introduces Becca Collins,
described as, “an irreverent, outspoken and independent woman,” as the book’s heroine. The story is
set in 1976, when Becca is an outreach worker with migrants and seasonal farm workers in upstate
New York. She has a fierce devotion to her clients and wants to do her job well. She stumbles across
a gruesome murder that puts her life in danger. Becca becomes the target of threats and violence
from criminals who want to keep their actions secret. Alone and afraid, she meets football coach Jack
Hightower, and, “with his support, she dares to dream of love and life beyond the terror of these
frightening days.”
Coakley explains that today, more than 40 years after the year in which her story is set, not much has changed for the 3.5
million migrant farm workers who labor unsafely in America’s fields. Then and now, children as young as 10 (and many
younger than that) are forced to work in order to help feed their families, she says.
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James Allen Matte ’76

Buffalo Region

THE CAUL: A TRILOGY OF ADVENTURE NOVELS | WWW.JAMPUBLICATIONS.COM

“The Caul,” a series of novels by polygraph expert James Allen Matte, is a semi-autobiographical series
depicting the adventures of James Markham, a man born with the “caul,” a membrane thought to give
the bearer supernatural powers of protection and glimpses into the future. Based partly on Matte’s
own experience as an intelligence officer, a reviewer wrote that the novels are, “a deftly paced insightful
journey, brilliantly detailing all the incredible events and exotic locales that help forge Markham’s
indomitable strength and courage.” The ninth novel, “The Picture,” is a story of initially unrequited love.
A reviewer asks, “Which episode from Matte’s earlier adventurous life may have prompted this tale
so appropriately advertised by the book’s haunting cover portrait, a picture of sadness, beauty and
mystery, a picture commissioned by Matte especially for this novel?”
Matte was born in Brooklyn and spent part of his youth in Montreal, Canada. He was drafted during the Korean War,
where he was tapped to collect strategic information for the United States Air Force Office of Special Investigations in France.
He later became an OSI investigations special agent. Seven years later, he accepted a commission with the United States
Army Criminal Investigations Division Command and served honorably as a special agent of the C.I.D. After attending the
Backster School of Lie Detection, he retired from the U.S. Army to become a polygraphist and novelist.

David Shulman ’80

International Education

JEWISH SPIRITUAL GROWTH: A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE OF A HASIDIC MASTER

Writer, ghostwriter, translator and editor of more than 50 books, David Shulman specializes in Torah
and literary texts. He also has worked on memoirs, as well as books about politics, business and
holistic living. Jewish thought leaders and academics have acclaimed his prodigious output. His latest
offering, “Jewish Spiritual Growth: A Step-by Step Guide of a Hasidic Master,” for which he acted as
translator, was written by Rabbi Kalonymus Shapira, one of the great Jewish spiritual masters of the
20th century. The book is considered a spiritual classic. Shapira lived in pre-World War II Warsaw,
Poland. His mission was to breathe life back into the Hasidic movement, a subset within ultra-Orthodox
Judaism. Hasidism is a Jewish spiritual revival movement, that began in 18th-century Western Ukraine
and quickly spread throughout Eastern Europe. Today, Brooklyn, N.Y., as well as Israel and Great Britain, have high
concentrations of Hasidic Jews.
Shapira wrote many books in which he focused on the theory of Hasidic spirituality before he was shot to death by Nazis in
1943. Shulman seeks to introduce new and contemporary readers to the esteemed rabbi’s work. Find out more about this
book and Shulman’s other projects on his website, www.shulman-writer.com or on amazon.com

Pamela Witter MBA ’16

School for Graduate Studies

FIVE STRATEGIES TO INCREASE ANNUAL FUND REVENUE

Pamela Witter, Trocaire College’s vice president of development and community engagement, has
published a manual for development officers with the subtitle “Groundbreaking Fundraising Solutions
for Nonprofits.” One of the keys she and colleague Kent Stroman (“America’s ASKing Coach”) identify is
that fundraising shouldn’t be something dreaded, but interesting and even fun.
Witter and Stroman presented a case study of their efforts at the Association of Fundraising
Professionals’ International Conference on Philanthropy in 2014. The acquisition editor for Charity
Channel Press heard them and was so impressed she invited Witter to submit a book proposal on the
spot. The book covers several key fundraising areas, including how to use data, audience segmentation,
relationship building and perfecting messaging. Witter says the five strategies enable charities to provide resources to
the communities they serve and assist fundraising professionals to excel in a career that can be deeply fulfilling. “It is
challenging,” says Witter. “It is awesome, important work. Every single thing we do has a purpose – to transform lives
and communities.”
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portfolio
Susanne Meyer-Fitzsimmons ’08, ’12

Newburgh and School for Graduate Studies

DEEP LIVING: HEALING YOURSELF TO HEAL THE PLANET

Susanne Meyer-Fitzsimmons based her book on two years of graduate research at SUNY Empire.
In it, she questions the cultural values and beliefs behind our relationships with nature, agriculture,
food, people and our bodies, and offers information, inspiration, reasons and how-to advice for
shifting to a meaningful, sustainable and socially responsible life.
She says she seeks to answer people’s queries about how the world has changed and what has
caused it to do so. “Most of all, would you like to know how to fix it, and what you personally can do
to create a meaningful and sustainable life?”
In “Deep Living,” Meyer-Fitzsimmons writes from the perspective of cultural criticism and plenty of
insight, and presents with a subtle sense of humor, lots of information and inspiration, as well as plenty of anecdotes.

Sandra Bowden ’77

Albany Region

IT IS FINISHED

Renowned artist Sandra Bowden’s collagraph, “It Is Finished,” will find a home in the contemporary
art collection at the Vatican Museums. The museum complex already acquired its companion piece,
“Do This in Remembrance of Me,” in 1981. Both works will be part of an exhibition on 20th-century
graphic artworks in the Vatican’s Contemporary Art Collection at the end of 2019. Bowden is known
for her biblically based art, including collagraphs, a printmaking technique in which materials like
fabric and string are glued onto a masonite plate to form images in relief, gold-leaf gilded boxes and
works featuring Greek and Hebrew writing.
She is a founder and past president of Christians in the Visual Arts, and considers it part of her
mission to mentor other Christian artists. A painter, printer, collector and curator, Bowden has said, “Each work that I do
seems to beg another question that leads me to my next work.” Bowden worked through 2017, finishing her series of
gilded altar pieces, which will become part of an exhibition, “Reflections of Glory,” on tour in 2018-2019.

Neil MacMillan ’11

Syracuse Region

HAUNTED ONONDAGA COUNTY

In “Haunted Onondaga County,” (The History Press), author, veteran and Civil War re-enactor Neil
MacMillan takes his readers for a ghostly journey that includes a haunted tavern, a spectral bride
and a phantom funeral train. These are just some of the local horror myths featured in the recently
released book, which is part of the “Haunted America” series.
The book presents the myths and legends of Central New York hauntings, chapter by chapter. Using
the internet, newspaper records, historical association archives and other sources, he sought to cast
light on the ghost stories he has known from childhood, and a few he had not. His best-known tale
is of a tragic bride and groom who died in a crash on Marcellus’ notoriously curvy Cedarvale Road.
He was not able to verify that particular account, but found other ghost stories that have definite historic links. One details
sightings of Abraham Lincoln’s funeral train, which passed through Central New York on its way to his final resting place in
Springfield, Ill. People still hunt the train on April 26, the date it passed through the area.
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By Hope Ferguson Morgan

CENTRAL NEW YORK REGION
Francesca Cacace, a student, led
workshops at the Cazenovia Public Library,
“Filmmaking with Fran,” for children 9-12.
The series gave young people hands-on
experience aimed at developing media
literacy, gaining technical proficiency and
practicing visual storytelling. The youth
learned about the filmmaking process,
and had the opportunity to create, shoot
and edit their own films. Cacace studies
“Storytelling Across Media Formats.” She has
created a YouTube series about librarians
called “Overdue,” and is in the process of
revising a novel. Each week she updates her
blog and posts vignettes documenting her
life on her YouTube channel.
Judith Fazio ’79 was recognized as
Volunteer of the Month for her work with
InterFaith Works Center for New Americans
that provides resettlement and postsettlement services to refugees. A retired
psychiatric social worker, Fazio earned an
associate degree in advertising at SUNY
Farmingdale. After completing her bachelor’s
degree at Empire State College in 1979,
she earned an MSW from Syracuse
University in 1981. She held several positions
in the La Leche League and volunteered
at a cooperative nursery school. She also
worked in ESL programs for refugees.
Jacob Dowker, a student at the Utica
location, was promoted by The Paige Group
to creative director, new media design.
Dowker oversees the agency’s new media
design and aligns organizational strategies
with new technologies and platforms
to achieve creative results. Dowker
earned his associate degree in Graphic
Communications and Photography from
Mohawk Valley Community College and
is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in New
Media Design from SUNY Empire.

Kirsten Kurtz ’16, who studied at the
Ithaca location, was featured at a Science
Cabaret in the spring of 2017. “Together we
explored the intricacies and ethics of gene
editing, why cider is more like wine than
beer, climate change, the humble chicken,
Alzheimer’s research, and so much more,”
she wrote. Cafes Scientifiques are informal
talks in bars, cafes and other public venues
that give like-minded people a chance to
discuss current and sometimes controversial
topics in science. The Ithaca Science Cabaret
is organized by local professors, graduate
students and members of the Ithaca
community.
Richard J. Salamone ’05, who studied
at the Utica location, was appointed by
Herkimer College Little Falls to the position
of head coach for men’s and women’s golf.
Salamone is responsible for recruiting,
scouting, game and practice planning and
player development. Salamone retired from
the New Hartford Police Department as an
investigator in 2010. He has served as a
shop manager and golf instructor at Hopson
Hills Golf Course in Dolgeville. He holds an
A.A.S. from SUNY Empire State College, with
a concentration in police science.
Keith B. Young ’87 was promoted to
clinical associate professor of physician
assistant studies in the School of Arts and
Sciences at Clarkson University. He also
serves as chairman/program director of the
Department of Physician Assistant Studies.
Young helped develop Clarkson’s physician
assistant studies program as the director
of didactic education, then became the
associate director before taking on the
role of program director/chair.
Diane J. Moose, of Port Byron, was
named accounting specialist III with
Barton and Loguidice.
The Chautauqua County Humane Society
appointed Kelly Roberts ’12 as its director.
Roberts has a background in shelter

management, animal care and nonprofit
development. Prior to this, she served as
director of placement services for Animal
Friends shelter in Pittsburgh, Pa. She
earned her bachelor’s degree in Business,
Management and Economics from SUNY
Empire, and another bachelor’s degree in
Literature with a minor in journalism from
SUNY Oneonta. She earned her associate
degree in Veterinary Technology from
SUNY Delhi.
Kevin Cosselman ’15 is now leading the
sales force of AAA Western and Central
New York’s Travel and Insurance Center.
His background includes business banking,
where he promoted business development
and B2B opportunities.
Annette Hall ’99 founded Pet Friends
Forever Pet Care, in Cuba, N.Y., a pet-sitting
service. A lifelong animal lover, she started
her education at Cazenovia College and then
worked a corporate job, while earning her
bachelor’s degree at Empire State College.
She and her husband, Rick, were emptynesters, so she turned to her love of animals.
She also offers additional services, such as
pet sitting at weddings and transporting the
furry friends to and from the ceremony.
Gary Finch ’90 has been re-elected to
the New York State Assembly in the 126th
District. He graduated from SUNY Empire
with a B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies.
Randal Hagan ’11, from Fort Drum, is
assistant vice president and trust business
development officer at Ballston Spa
National Bank. He has six years of previous
experience in the retirement trust industry.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in history
from SUNY Empire and served 17 years in
the U.S. Army, including two deployments
overseas.
Linda Lopez ’98 is executive director
of community services for the Salvation
Army. Previously, she was executive deputy
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commissioner at the Onondaga County
Department of Children and Family Services.
Lopez holds a degree from the Maxwell
School of Citizenship and Public Affairs at
Syracuse University and a bachelor’s degree
in interdisciplinary studies/human resources
from SUNY Empire.

Adriene Thorne ’03 was
appointed pastor of the historic First
Presbyterian Church of Brooklyn,
located in Brooklyn Heights, in
July 2016. A native of Washington,
D.C., Thorne’s background includes
dance studies and a performing arts
career spanning two decades. Prior
to answering the call to ministry,
Thorne danced professionally with
the Dance Theatre of Harlem’s
Workshop Ensemble and toured
the U.S. and Canada in a Broadway
musical. She has performed at the
Metropolitan Opera House, Carnegie
Hall and Radio City Music Hall as
a Rockette. She is the founder of
Everything That Breathes, a national
organization that connects artists
with faith communities for the
purpose of sharing the gospel in
fresh and creative ways. She earned
her Empire State College degree
in Cultural Studies, with a creative
writing focus. She also earned a
Master of Divinity degree in art,
religion and psychology from the
Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley,
Calif., where she was awarded
the school’s highest honor. She
completed post-graduate studies
in pastoral care and counseling at
the Blanton-Peale Institute and is
certified as a coach and disaster
chaplain. Healing and the arts are
central to Thorne’s ministry and
life, according to an article in the
Brooklyn Heights Press. She has
been published as a writer in several
publications, including Sojourners
and the Huffington Post.
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Patricia McElroy ’08, joined Annese and
Associates, Inc. as a payroll and benefits
specialist. She holds an associate degree
in Business, Management and Economics
from the college.
The Rev. Rebekah Solar, a student at
the college’s Watertown location, has
been appointed to the Edmeston United
Methodist Church by Bishop J. Mark Webb
of the Upper New York Conference of The
United Methodist Church. Solar spent
the last three years as a parish pastor in
Southern Jefferson County. She studied
vocal performance at Wagner College and
is completing a degree in cultural studies
through Empire State College.
Mark Spawn ’07 and his wife, Jeanna,
formed The Spawn Group, a company
specializing in law enforcement
consultation. Spawn is a former police
chief from New York state, and Jeanna is
a television producer in Hollywood, Calif.
Their Los Angeles-based company has
been developing various productions on
contemporary issues in policing and public
health. Mark Spawn has been a presenter
at a global conference in Amsterdam on
harm-reduction initiatives, and regularly
consults with New York state agencies on
topics including syringe programs, heroin
overdose and supervised injection facilities.
He earned his B.S. from the college in
Community and Human Services.
Emad Rahim ’02, ’03 was recognized in
April 2017 by The American Association of
Community Colleges with the Outstanding
Alumni Award at the AACC’s National
Convention in New Orleans, La. Rahim is the
author of an autobiography about his escape
from “the killing fields” of Cambodia to the
boardroom. He is an educator, entrepreneur,
Fulbright Scholar and TEDx speaker. He is
a contributor to Forbes magazine and CEO
magazine and other business publications.
He serves as the Kotouc Endowed Chair and
associate professor at Bellevue University
and as a training consultant at Cornell
University. He earned both an associate

and B.S. in Community and Human Services
from the college.
Robin Turk ’11, who studied at the Utica
location, was named employee of the month
for January 2017, recognized for her work as
a graphic designer for All Times Companies.
Promoted from the quarterly trade journal
Welding and Gases, she became creative
services manager for all four All Times
companies, which includes the Syracuse
Times, Family Times and Spinnaker Custom
Products. Turk earned an associate degree
in website design and management at
Mohawk Valley Community College and a
bachelor’s degree in Graphic Design and
Communication from SUNY Empire. She was
praised for her success in bringing together
all of the company’s graphic designers to
work as a team, for her commitment to
excellence in design and her ability to handle
interruptions without difficulty.

SUNY EMPIRE ONLINE
Amanda Benamati ’12 was promoted to
accounting representative II for Northeast
Association Management, Inc., an association
management firm that focuses on providing
administrative support to municipal risk
pools. Benamati has worked 18 years in the
financial field. She joined NEAMI in 2015 as
a part-time bookkeeper and was promoted
within a year to accounting representative I.
Kristen Bourgeois is the branch manager
at the Rome and Sylvan Beach branches
of the Adirondack Trust Bank. She has
served the local market in a number of retail
banking roles over the past seven years,
most recently as a licensed relationship
manager, assisting clients with their banking.
She is earning her bachelor’s degree in
Business Administration from SUNY Empire.
D. Jeremy Demar ’15 graduated with a B.S.
in Emergency Management and has earned
his master’s from the Naval Postgraduate
School for Homeland Defense.
Michelle Everts ’15 has joined Roohan
Realty in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., as a
licensed real estate salesperson. Everts is
a graduate of SUNY Empire with a degree
in Human Services and a concentration in
criminal studies. She is a Wilton resident
and a member of the National Association
of Realtors and the Greater Capital Region
Association of Realtors.

GENESEE VALLEY REGION
Don Combes ’85, services assistant for
Wayne County Department of Aging and
Youth, was interviewed for a lengthy profile
for the “One on One” segment of the Times
of Wayne County. He grew up on a dairy
farm and noted he also was an antique car
aficionado. He earned his degree from SUNY
Empire in Geriatrics and attended classes
in that field at Colgate Divinity School and
SUNY Brockport.
Willie Lightfoot ’06 was elected to the
Rochester City Council and Kimie Romeo
’08 was victorious in the Irondequoit Town
Council race in the general election in
November ’17. Both Lightfoot, who holds
a Bachelor of Professional Studies, and
Romeo, who earned an Associate in Science,
studied at the college’s Rochester location.
Robert Nazzaro ’08, who teaches health
and physical education, was promoted to
assistant professor at Monroe Community
College, effective last September.
Shirley Piccareto ’96 has authored
“Healthy, Lean and Sexy … at Any Age.” The
book came out of the struggles Piccareto
has gone through herself with weight and
panic attacks. She was a former fitness and
aerobics instructor, before training with a
master herbalist, buying an existing practice
and renaming it “Get Well Naturally … Now!”
She and life partner Mark Donadio launched
a radio show. She teaches a certified
herbalist class online and in video format.
Henry “Hank” Roenke III ’73 received
the Community College of the Finger Lakes/
Finger Lakes Community College Exceptional
Service Award. After earning his associate
degree in natural resources conservation
from Community College of the Finger
Lakes, he earned a bachelor’s degree from
SUNY Empire. He worked as a conservation
specialist at FLCC from 1974 to 2001, when
he was granted emeritus status. For more
than 30 years, he developed and managed
Geneva’s Loomis Woods Nature Trail, often
enlisting the help of FLCC conservation
students.
Marianna Rhoades ’86 earned her degree
from SUNY Empire in Geology. She went on
to the University of Rochester, and received
an M.S. in Geology in 1992. She taught at St.
John Fisher College for the next 24 years.
In January 2017, Rhoades published “The

Stone Industry in Erie County, New York,
1820-1930.”
Matt Sproul ’08, ’10 took over as chief
of the Canandaigua Emergency Squad
in May 2017. He became an emergency
medical technician in 1994 and belonged
to the Potsdam Campus Rescue Squad
and the Potsdam Volunteer Rescue Squad.
He was president of the Campus Rescue
Squad and moved up the ranks from EMT
to EMT-intermediate and then became a
paramedic. He came to Canandaigua in
1999 to work for F.F. Thompson Hospital for
Orleans County Adult Learning Services as a
paramedic. He joined the board of directors
at Canandaigua Emergency Squad and then
became a volunteer training officer. He
furthered his education and graduated from
Empire State College with a degree in Health
Care Administration.
Jo-Hannah Reynolds ’09, who studied
in Canandaigua, has released her second
album of original songs, “Morning Light.”
The release follows her debut, “Change
of Plans.” Her local newspaper describes
“Morning Light,” as a “more upbeat approach
to Reynolds’ introspective habit of looking at
a life. Reynolds said, “Music making is about
community … Each song was written with a
focused intent and though some are more
personal than others, the intent is the
same – to notice, to see the detail, the lines,
the shapes, the colors, the beauty. In the
everyday, in the grand and in the small. In
the sky and the earth. In great love and great
pain. Life gives us the opportunity to notice
the hand of the Maker at every turn, and it’s
up to us to find the beauty.”

HUDSON VALLEY REGION
Ulster County’s Department of
Environmental Protection promoted four
veteran K-9 officers with a combined 64
years of experience with the DEP Police
Division during a ceremony in Kingston,
N.Y. The officers were promoted to the
rank of detective specialist. Among them
was Det. Kelly L. Kilpatrick ’15, who was
appointed to the DEP Police in October
2002. She began her career in the patrol
division at the Ashokan Precinct. She joined
the canine unit in September 2003. She and
her canine partner, Bingham, are assigned
to the Gilboa Precinct. Kilpatrick is a New
York state certified canine patrol, explosives
detection and narcotics detection trainer

Steve Slagle ’89, a Manhattan
location graduate with a B.A. in
The Arts, has had his new recording,
“Alto Manhattan,” (Panorama
Records) reach No. 4 on the jazz
radio charts. A professor of music
specializing in woodwinds and
composition at Manhattan School
of Music, he is a saxophonist,
flutist and composer, who makes
his home in New York City.
He has released 14 CDs as a leader,
and performed on countless others.
Slagle was musical director of the
Mingus Big Band for many years
and wrote many of the band’s
arrangements. He has won two
Grammy Awards for recordings
with each of those groups and
continues his association with
them. He concentrates on new
sounds and new compositions
with his original voice, and his
many original compositions
are published by Slagle Music,
BMI worldwide. He has played
with Stevie Wonder, Machito’s
Afro-Cuban Orchestra, Steve
Kuhn, Lionel Hampton, Jack
McDuff, Charlie Haden’s Liberation
Music Orchestra, Brazil’s Milton
Nascimento and Band, Carla
Bley Orchestra, Ray Barretto,
Beastie Boys and many others.
Slagle attended Berklee College
of Music in Boston on a Downbeat
scholarship at age 18 and
subsequently received his master’s
in Music at the Manhattan
School of Music in New York City,
in addition to his studies at
SUNY Empire.
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and examiner. She attended Dutchess
County Community College and Empire
State College, earning a bachelor’s degree in
Business Management.
Dan Caprara ’03, ’05 captured a town
council seat in Clarkstown, Rockland County.
Caprara bumped into his former scout
leader 30 years after his scouting days, and
he attributes that chance encounter with
sparking his desire for community service
and spurring his campaign to become a
member of the Clarkstown Council. He was
sworn in Jan. 1, 2017. The lifelong resident
of New City is married and has two young
children. After high school, he attended
Rockland Community College before
enrolling in Empire State College. He has had
a 22-year career with Verizon.
Brian Croghan ’09 is now director of
facilities management for the Mohawk
Valley Health System. He is responsible
for the management and oversight of
the utilities management, life/safety
compliance, construction and renovation
management and grounds. Croghan is
a master electrician with more than 20
years of facilities management experience.
Prior to this post, he served as director of
facilities for Cobleskill Regional Hospital
and Sharon Hospital in Sharon, Conn. He
earned his Bachelor of Science in Business,
Management and Economics from SUNY
Empire. He is a certified health care
facility manager.
Nancy Elizabeth Doran ’02, who studied
at Newburgh, was appointed director
of the Manhattan Regional Catechetical
Office. Doran, known as Sister Nancy
Elizabeth, serves as the liaison between
archdiocesan Catechetical Office and the
63 parish religious education programs in
Manhattan, implementing the office’s vision,
policies and programs in each parish, while
keeping the office attuned to the diverse
needs of the Manhattan parishes. She also
assists directors and coordinators with
their professional development, guiding the
catechist formation and certification program
for parish catechists, and encouraging
directors and coordinators to enroll in
the Catechetical Leadership Program for
archdiocesan certification. Besides her
degree from SUNY Empire, she holds a
master’s degree in religious education
from Felician University. She professed first
vows with the Society of the Sisters for the
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Church in July 2017. She is the widow of Paul
Doran, the mother of three children and
grandmother of three.
Lois Ingellis ’86, an early childhood adjunct
faculty, recently co-authored an article with
faculty member, Arlene Rider. The article,
“Building Literacy with Lullabies,” aimed at
the importance of immersing infants and
toddlers in a language-rich environment with
routine use of lullabies and nursery rhymes.
The Eastern Theological Consortium of
Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Christ
Theological Seminary in Yonkers, presented
an Honorary Doctor of Humanities to
Poughkeepsie resident Perinnella (Penny)
Lewis ’81 in May 2017. Lewis, known as
“Ms. Penny” by many, grew up in racially
segregated Hendersonsville, S.C. She
migrated north and earned her bachelor’s
degree from SUNY Empire and a Master of
Social Work from Fordham University. She
worked as a New York state social worker
for many years. She lives on Harrison Street
in Poughkeepsie, and is affectionately called
“the mayor of Harrison Street.”
Patrick Paul ’94 is the executive director/
CEO of the Anderson Center for Autism
in Staatsburg, N.Y. He had served as chief
operating officer. Since he joined the
organization in 2000, he has been corporate
controller, corporate compliance officer,
chief financial officer, as well as COO. A
New Paltz resident, he previously worked in
banking, investment management, public
accounting and with the Internal Revenue
Service and the New York State Police. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in Community
and Human Services from SUNY Empire
with a concentration in criminal justice.
He also earned a bachelor’s degree in
accounting from SUNY New Paltz and
is a certified public accountant.
Steven Siciliano ’94 was appointed
principal of the John Jay High School in
the Katonah-Lewisboro School District. He
previously was principal of Sagamore Middle
School in the Sachem Central School District
and Harrison High School, where he was
credited with increasing learning outcomes
across diverse groups of students and
creating greater access to the most rigorous
courses, including advanced placement and
international baccalaureate courses. During
his time there, Harrison High School was
recognized as a School of Opportunity Silver
Medalist by the National Education Policy

Center. He earned a B.S. in Community and
Human Services from the college.

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION
Recently, two college faculty, Bidhan
Chandra, Ph.D. and Julie Gedro, Ed.D.
hosted an alumni event in Dubai. Attending
were Tarek Abou-Zeinab ’02, Jocelyne
Awwad ’99, Houri Elmayan ’07 and
Charles Saliba ’98, who hosted the event
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dubai, where
Saliba is the general manager.

LONG ISLAND REGION
Allan Chrysler ’12, a graduate from
Hauppauge, was named director of
emergency management and security
for Rome Memorial Hospital. Chrysler
also has served as the hospital’s disaster
preparedness coordinator since 2007. He
is a graduate of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s Master Exercise
Practitioner Program.
Carla Hall D’Ambra ’12, who earned her
Bachelor of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies
from the college, is now the communications
director for Nassau County Comptroller
George Maragos.
Marie C. Forche ’89 moved permanently
to the U.S. from her native Haiti in 1968,
but has spent a lifetime working to give
back to her home country. Most recently,
she developed a program, Renesansavo, in
collaboration with another organization, to
educate Haitian youth about communitysustainable development and the Catholic
faith. She is a member of the Ladies of
Charity at St. John’s University and serves
as The Ladies of Charity International
Representative to the Vincentian Family Haiti
Initiative Commission. Her blog is “The Haiti
Diaries: A Journey Through Haiti.”
Charles Grossman ’76 was honored at
the General Meeting of the Suffolk County
Legislature for 50 years of investigative
reporting and had an archive established
in his name at the East Hampton Library.
The archive consists of 50 years of reporting
on Long Island issues, government and
politics. Grossman has a weekly column in
several Long Island newspapers, and has
had articles in The New York Times, USA
Today, The Boston Globe, Newsday, The
Christian Science Monitor and countless
other newspapers. He also has authored

numerous books, including “Cover Up:
What You Are Not Supposed to Know
About Nuclear Power” (1980), “The Poison
Conspiracy” (1982), “Nicaragua: America’s
New Vietnam?” (1984), “Power Crazy: Is
LILCO Turning Shoreham into America’s
Chernobyl?” (1986), “The Wrong Stuff:
The Space Program’s Nuclear Threat
to Our Planet” (1997) and “Weapons in
Space” (2001). Grossman is a journalism
professor at the State University of New
York Old Westbury.
Linda Kevins ’93, who earned a bachelor’s
degree in Business, Management and
Economics after studying at the college’s
Hauppauge site, went on to earn a Juris
Doctor degree at Hofstra University School
of Law. She was elected judge of the 10th
Judicial District Supreme Court in New York’s
November ’17 election. She has worked
as the principal court attorney for the
Suffolk County Family Court and served as
a principal law clerk and assistant district
attorney in Suffolk County. She also has
taught family law at St. John’s Law School.
Jean Mellano ’06 has written a touching
book about the death of her significant
other, Steve Tarpinian, a man perceived
by many to have it all. Yet he took his own
life on March 15, 2015, following a bout
of depression. “Slipped Away,” follows his
journey. Tarpinian was good looking, athletic
and a visionary businessman who laid the
foundation for the sport of triathlon on
Long Island. Mellano, his soulmate of
33 years wrote the book to raise awareness
of mental health issues to inspire
conversation about depression and suicide.
Through August 2017, proceeds of the
book were donated to a Long Island-based
organization that supports veterans suffering
from PTSD and depression. The book is
available on amazon.com
Teacher/performer Carle Linich ’00 is
directing a student choir at Bard as part
of the new Ethnomusicology Program
at Bard College, devoted to traditional
polyphonic folk music from Georgia
(former USSR). Together with fellow
Georgian music scholar Clayton Parr, he
has also assembled a new book collection
of Georgian folk songs, “Supra!” published
by Hal Leonard, the largest sheet-music
publisher in the world.

Chuck Ver Straeten ’92, a devonia/
sedimentary geologist and curator of
sedimentary rocks at the New York State
Museum, spoke about the rocks of Thacher
State Park, in New Scotland, which records
the history of the Earth from the deep
geologic past to recent times. Modern and
ancient earthquakes, ancient seas and
today’s retreat of the Indian Ladder cliffs
can be “read” from rock layers. He gave the
talk, “Thacher State Park – A Classic North
American Geologic Site,” at a gathering at
the New Scotland Historical Association
last fall. He earned his B.S. in Geology from
the college, and has a Ph.D. and a Master
of Science degree from the University
of Rochester.
Susanna Simpson ’05 released her book
of poetry, “Geography of Love and Exile.”
She draws from her lifelong experiences,
including spending much of her childhood
in Kabul, Afghanistan. She is the expressive
writing specialist at a residential treatment
center in West Palm Beach, Fla.
Juanita Torrence-Thompson ’83 was
honored for being an outstanding poet by
the women of St. Albans Congregational
Church of Jamaica, N.Y., in March 2017.

Lois Barth ’12, a motivational
speaker, life coach and author,
recently had a piece published
in Good Housekeeping titled
“5 Simple Steps to Creating
A Life that Sparkles.” Barth
addressed the questions, “Are you
in the next chapter of your career?
Not sure what that looks like?
Where to begin?” She talked about
powerful strategies for navigating
career transition and best practices
for leveraging skills, talents,
abilities and gifts.
The author of “Courage to Sparkle:
The Audacious Girls’ Guide to

Reeta Wolfsohn ’90, ’91 is the founder of
Financial Social Work (FSW) and the Financial
Therapy Network. Wolfsohn has dedicated
almost 20 years to certifying thousands of
social workers and nonsocial workers across
the country and around the world. Her
curriculum has been taught at the University
of Kentucky since 2011. Wolfsohn has been
a keynote speaker and has spoken at state
and national conferences every year. She
was invited to bring FSW to Hong Kong in
April 2017. She earned her A.S. and B.S.
in Community and Human Services from
the college.

Creating a Life that Lights You Up,”

NEW YORK CITY REGION

Self and Massage Magazine.

Nancy Azara ’74 was interviewed by
Ronnie Eldridge in November 2016 about
her sculpture, collages and other artwork
and involvement in The New York Feminist
Art Institute, which she founded with five
other women in 1979. She also conducted a
workshop in July 2017, “Two Steps Forward,”
at her studio in Woodstock, N.Y. The
workshop explored the Feminist Art Institute
experience using guided meditation and art
making. Participants used various media,
such as watercolor, pencil and crayon, to

She recently spoke at a SUNY

Barth was the life coach for two of
the longest-running and prestigious
makeover programs in women’s
magazines Fitness and Self, which,
to date, have had more than
1.6 million participants. She also has
been featured in and been a source
expert for All You, Woman’s Day
and Weight Watchers Magazine.
She has been an online expert
for many relationship sites, and
her essays and articles have been
published in The New York Times,

Empire State College event in
Brooklyn hosted by the college’s
alumni student career services.
Her presentation was titled, “How
to Market and Reinvent Yourself.”
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create collages and drawings. Azara also
had an exhibition July 22 – Sept. 10, 2017,
“The Passage of the Ghost Ship: Trees
and Vines.” Additionally, she was part of a
six-woman invitational show in March 2017,
“Conversations from the Garden,” celebrating
Women’s History Month, sponsored by
VanDeb Editions, with three other artists.
The event was at the BAR Gallery in Kingston,
N.Y. Azara also had four monotypes acquired
by the Montefiore Hospital from her Golden
Treasures series.
Photographer Ricky Flores ’84 was
interviewed by Mass Appeal magazine about
his photographs of the early personages of
hip-hop music. According to Flores, “At the
Time, hip-hop wasn’t officially called hip-hop.
It was just people making stuff up on the
fly.” Flores was part of the magazine’s series,
“Contact High: The Stories Behind Hip Hop’s
Most Iconic Photographs.” Flores is known
for taking one of the iconic photographs of
firefighters hoisting a flag at the site of the
World Trade Center on 9-11.
As part of the Public Scholars program
sponsored by Humanities New York, Ellen
Garvey ’84 presented “Women on Wheels:
How Gilded Age Women Found Freedom
through Bicycling, Fought Against People

Who Tried to Stop Them, and Why It Matters
Today.” She is a professor of English at New
Jersey City University, where she co-edits
the journal Transformations: The Journal
of Inclusive Scholarship and Pedagogy.
Her doctorate is from the University of
Pennsylvania.
Amichai Lau-Lavie ’13, an ordained
rabbi, founding spiritual leader of Lab/Shul
in New York City and founding director of
Storahtelling, was featured on the National
Public Radio program, “On Being.”
Capt. Roberto Melendez ’12, a native of
Puerto Rico, grew up in Brooklyn and went
to Franklin K. Lane High School and Empire
State College before graduating from
John Jay College of Criminal Justice. He was
named NYPD’s 84th precinct commander in
March 2017.
Whitney Port ’10, who earned her B.A.
in Journalism/Cultural Studies from the
Manhattan location, was selected to
participate in the Lambda Literary 2017
Writers Retreat for Emerging LGBTQ Voices
residency. This retreat is one of the country’s
most competitive writing residencies and
the only one in the world specifically for
promising LGBTQ writers.

Rafael Rober ’15 is the executive director
at the Business Initiative Corp. of New York.
Craig Spataro ’07, ’09, who studied at the
Staten Island location, along with a colleague
in the 120th precinct, were lauded for
arresting a violent alleged gang member
in West Brighton in March 2017. Spataro
hopes to be the third generation in his
family to achieve the rank of sergeant and
wear the shield passed down from his
grandfather, Frank, a retired sergeant from
the 120th Precinct.
Victoria Brahe Wiley ’84 had an article
about her remembrance of Sept. 11, 2011,
when she was living in New York City, as the
front-page article in the Lynchburg News
and Advance. It ran on the 15th anniversary
of the 9/11 attacks.
Linette Vazquez-Winter ’13, ’14 joined
the college as a recruitment and residency
assistant at the Staten Island location. She
came to the college after working as a
residential case manager for St. Vincent’s
Hospital of Westchester, a division of St.
Joseph Medical. Prior to that, she worked as
a federal work-study student at the Staten
Island location, while she earned her degree.

“Everybody needs somebody –

I now have the opportunity to be that somebody
and help others, just as Empire had helped me.”

When Emma Gomez decided to continue her education in order to advance in her career,
SUNY Empire State College was there. For seven years, Emma took the subway from
Brooklyn to Manhattan to complete her degree. Those seven years earned her the honor
of valedictorian of The Harry Van Arsdale Jr. Center of Labor Studies, Class of 1980.
As an alumna, Emma’s connection to SUNY Empire State College endured and,
when the time was right, she decided to “be that somebody” for future Empire State
College students by including the college in her estate plans. In recognition of her gift,
we are honored to count Emma among the members of the Boyer Legacy Society.
EM M A G O M E Z ’80

To learn more about the various ways you can join Emma in creating
a lasting impact, please visit www.esc.edu/PlanGifts, or contact
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Toby Tobrocke at 800-847-3000, ext. 2372, or Toby.Tobrocke@esc.edu.

NIAGARA FRONTIER REGION
April Baskin ’15, an education activist, was
elected to the Erie County legislature and
appointed majority leader. She is a graduate
of SUNY Empire State College and current
graduate student at Buffalo State College,
majoring in Student Affairs. Her community
advocacy is rooted in her experience
working for 14 years in the Bronx and
Brooklyn public schools, where she taught
arts education and violence prevention.
Baskin is the founder of The College
Simulation Experience, an arts-based college
retention program that prepares youth from
underserviced communities with soft skills
and workforce development training. She
has successfully raised more than $10,000
to sustain the program.
Corinne Cerminaro ’90, who studied at the
Fredonia location, joined the accounting firm,
Furst Charles Chambers, LLP, as a senior
consulting manager in the firm’s healthcare-revenue cycle consulting department.
She has several years of medical coding
and documentation, practice revenue
management, risk adjustment and sales/
marketing experience. She earned her
bachelor’s degree in Human Services from
the college, and a master’s degree in Health
Care Management from The New School of
Social Research.
Lauren Masset ’15 was profiled in Buffalo
Business First about her job as the West
Seneca recreation supervisor in the paper’s
“30 under 30” section. She earned her
A.A.S. in Early Childhood Education from
Erie Community College and her B.S. in
Community and Human Services from
SUNY Empire.
Claudia Rejman ’04 joined Cazenovia
Recovery Systems Inc. as comptroller. She
oversees finance, budgets and compliance
reports for the agency’s programs in
Erie and Niagara counties. She earned a
bachelor’s degree in Business, Management
and Economics from the college.
The Board of Trustees of Schoolhouse
No. 8 History Center and Museum in North
Collins, has honored founder Richard L.
Taczkowski ’02, who earned his B.S.
in Social Theory, Social Structure and
Change, with the title chairman of the
board emeritus, in recognition of his
“vision, dedication and perseverance” at
the organization over the years. More

recently, Taczkowski accepted an award
on behalf of the restoration project from
Preservation Buffalo Niagara and has been
instrumental in reminding the public of this
valuable cultural resource, including helping
to initiate a Schoolhouse No. 8 exhibit in the
Historical Building at the Erie County Fair.

NORTHEAST REGION
Oscar Barker ’74 presented a one-person
show of his watercolor paintings at
the Wesley Enhanced Living Facility in
Doylestown, Pa. Now 91, he began painting
after retirement to Florida. One of the
earliest graduates of the college, Barker
began his SUNY Empire studies while
enjoying a prestigious journalism career
at Albany-area newspapers.
The Berkshire Farm Center named Jim
Dennis ’88 chief executive of the statewide
youth services agency. Dennis is a seasoned
leader with more than 30 years of
experience in child welfare.
Kristen Holler ’13 was named one of
The Capital Business Review’s “40 under
40.” Holler is executive director at Albany
Barn, Inc., which is dedicated to providing
a sustainable creative arts incubator and
community art center in Albany – a place for
artists to live, work and inspire others.
NBT Bank promoted Sharon Horning ’10 to
senior vice president. She has more than 26
years of banking experience. She previously
was deposit product manager. She joined
NBT Bank’s marketing team in 2001, as
market analysis and product manager. She
earned her degree in Strategic Finance
Marketing from SUNY Empire.
Kenneth Petrie-Tubbs ’05 was elected to
the SUNY Adirondack Foundation board of
directors for a three-year term. Petrie-Tubbs
is a SUNY Adirondack alumnus who earned a
bachelor’s degree from Empire State College.
He is second vice president for operations at
Travelers Insurance in Glens Falls. His initial
term runs through June 30, 2019.
John J. Woodward ’93 has fulfilled a dream
and become Rotterdam town historian.
The long-time Schenectady County clerk said
it had been something he’d aspired to
his “whole life.” He will complete his final
four-year term as clerk in 2018. He has held
the clerkship since 1994, and was re-elected
in 1998, 2002, 2006, 2010 and 2014. The
job of Rotterdam historian had been vacant

Ivy Stevens-Gupta ’08, ’12
had a one-woman show at Alfred
State’s Hinkle Memorial Library in
January 2017. “Winter Escape: Color
Me Happy” included 25 paintings
of differing dimensions. StevensGupta told her local paper that
color plays a crucial role in her
work, which is primarily abstract.
“I like to explore how color affects
the brain and how science and
digital technology have influenced
how we perceive images.” Her work
process includes several layers of
paint on canvas, which then often
is emblazoned with metallic and
iridescent overlays, glitter, glass,
beads, gold leaf and miscellaneous
mixed media. Stevens-Gupta also
presented the spring 2017 lecture
series of the Architecture and
Design Department at Alfred State
in February. She earned both her
bachelor’s degree in Marketing and
master’s degree in Liberal Studies
from SUNY Empire, studying at
the college’s Ithaca location as
an undergraduate.
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for three years. Woodward attended the
University at Albany before earning his
degree in political science and history from
SUNY Empire.

SCHOOL FOR GRADUATE STUDIES
Xenia Allen ’15 has joined Preferred Mutual
Insurance Co. as a payroll specialist. She
brings more than 30 years of experience,
most recently in a similar capacity at
Excelsior College. Allen is a graduate of SUNY
Empire and is pursuing her master’s degree
at Excelsior.
Elaine Houston ’09, M.A., recently launched
her third documentary, “Curvee Girls,” a
20-minute film about the female body
image and fat-shaming. Houston is an on-air
anchorwoman at Albany’s WNYT/Channel 13.
She also presented her first-ever “Women
Turning the Corner Leadership Summit,” a
day of workshops and presentations.
Michele Cooper ’12, ’15 has been accepted
into Colgate University’s 2017 intensive novel
writing program. The program offers her the
opportunity to work on her completed novel,
“The Immigrant’s Daughter.” Her novel was the
final project for her graduate work, completed
under the guidance of first- and secondreaders Elaine Handley and Karyn Pilgrim and

Mentor Yvonne Murphy. Cooper is an adjunct
instructor and academic learning coach at the
Central New York location.

Empire State College. He has performed
locally and across the U.S. and Europe with
many noted jazz artists.

Flower City Arts Center artist-in-residence
Arleen Thaler ’16, a photojournalism
graduate student at Empire State College,
highlighted overuse of plastic in her
show, “Plastics: Our Weakness,” that ran
through September 2017. The exhibit was
a photographic exploration of the plastic
ware that doesn’t make it to the landfill.
It examines the trash that litters lawns,
sidewalks, shore and streets. “We love
plastic for its functionality, bendability and
durability,” Thaler said. “Every single day,
everywhere around the world, people come
in contact with plastic. As we consume
plastic daily, we discard it equally so. The
earth is trimmed like a Christmas tree and lit
by the colors of discarded plastic.”

Laura Williams French ’10, ’15 and Mentor
Heidi Nightengale founded a publishing
company in Auburn, N.Y. Williams is an active
volunteer with the college as well. Their
website is www.claresongbirdspub.com/

John Hasselback Jr. ’01 was inducted into
the Iroquois High School Music Wall of Fame
at the music department’s annual banquet
in June 2017. Hasselback is a trombonist
who studied at the University of Hartford’s
Hartt School of Music after graduating from
Iroquois. He earned his bachelor’s degree in
Music Education from Fredonia in 1988 and
a master’s degree in Liberal Studies from

Antoinette “Anton” Forth ’93, ’13 is
president of RT Enterprises’ Walkabout
Workplace, in Angola, N.Y., a collaborative
web-based application that gives remote
workers and entrepreneurs globally a virtual
workplace in which to interact with each
other. Co-founded with Brad Richardson,
the app seeks to help workers overcome
barriers and get back into the workforce,
whether it’s lack of child care, or a car, or
other barriers such as only being able to
work where public transportation goes.
Her company provides an online portal to
collaborate and communicate with remote
executive consultants and allows its workers
to work from anywhere, while also juggling
a lot of different technologies that allow
companies and employees to do things
they would normally do face to face. The
company was a semifinalist in 43North’s
competition for $1 million and startup help.

“PLEASE ALLOW ME TO OFFER MY SINCEREST GRATITUDE FOR THIS
GENEROUS SCHOLARSHIP. YOU HAVE NO IDEA HOW MUCH THIS
OPPORTUNITY MEANS TO ME. AS THE FATHER OF A YOUNG
DAUGHTER, EVERY CENT SAVED ALLOWS ME TO PREPARE FOR
HER FUTURE. SO YOU HAVE NOT ONLY PROVIDED TUITION
ASSISTANCE TO ME, YOU HAVE ALSO GIVEN IT TO MY DAUGHTER,
AND FOR THAT I AM TRULY GRATEFUL.”

S IS YOUR STORY TOO
MASON RAINEY, SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT, B.S. – HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

THIS IS YOUR STORY TOO.
Your Empire State College story was made possible by alumni and friends who supported
The Fund for Empire State College. Continue the story by supporting today’s
and tomorrow’s students through a gift to The Fund for Empire State College today.
2 6 | w ww .es c .ed u

VISIT THE FUND FOR EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE WEBSITE AT WWW.ESC.EDU /SUPPORTESC
OR CALL 800-847-3000, EXT. 2337 TO MAKE YOUR GIFT TODAY.

Alice Jasper, a graduate student in
the certificate program for community
advocacy, was elected to the Western
Michigan Sustainable Business Forum
Board of Directors.
Danielle Johnson, a current student, was
appointed director of the North American
Center of Excellence for Transportation
Equipment. The company is designed to
organize and serve the growing cluster of
transportation equipment and aerospace
companies across the seven-county North
Country region of New York state.
Curt King ’12 has been named chief
information officer at Salem State University
in Massachusetts. King oversees the
university’s technology systems, ensuring
effective and efficient utilization at a time
when technology in higher education is
crucial and evolving rapidly. Prior to this
appointment, King was at the Massachusetts
College of Liberal Arts as the chief
information officer and dean of information
technology. He also served as director of
computer services at SUNY Empire.
Kristina Kwacz ’17 presented her master’s
final project at the conference, “Migration,
Adaptation and Memory” in Gdansk,
Poland, in September 2017. She also was
selected to present at a smaller conference
in Warsaw, which focused on the forced
deportation of Poles from the country’s
eastern borderlands during WWII to Siberia
and Kazakhstan.
Althea Luehrsen ’02, ’10 was named to
“The Power 100 Women in Western New
York” list. Based on years of observing the
area business community, Buffalo Business
First editors and reporters ranked the 100
most influential women. Luehrsen is CEO of
Leadership Buffalo and the past president
of the college’s Alumni Student Federation
Board of Governors.
Virginia Miller ’96, a student in the
M.Ed. program, who also earned her
undergraduate degree from the college,
was named chair of a newly formed
statewide “Month of the Young Child
Committee,” by the executive director
of the New York State Association for
the Education of Young Children.
Mark Parfitt ’15 joined the Center Area
Transportation Authority Board of Directors
as its Patton Township representative. Parfitt
is the founder of Mark Parfitt Consulting, a

management and marketing company based
in State College, Pa. Prior to launching his
own business, Parfitt spent nearly a decade
in strategic marketing for higher education,
with efforts including the rebranding and
repositioning of SUNY Adirondack near
Lake George, N.Y., and the development of
a nationwide talent acquisition marketing
strategy for job openings at Penn State’s
24 campuses across Pennsylvania. He is
the recipient of multiple industry awards,
including a Mark of Excellence Award from
the American Marketing Association. He
earned his MBA from SUNY Empire.
Kelly Gardner Williamson ’17 joined
MedTech Association as a marketing and
events manager last fall. Most recently,
she was coordinator of public relations
and alumni communications at Morrisville
State College. Williamson holds a bachelor’s
degree in Public Relations from SUNY
Oswego. She is pursuing a graduate degree
in Project Management at SUNY Empire.
Dennis Modafferi ’13, ’16 is pursuing
his Ed.D. in Adult Education at Capella
University. Modafferi is the site coordinator
at the college’s Staten Island location,
working with the Office of Enrollment
Management.
Janet Verneuille ’11, executive vice
president and chief financial officer at
Islandia-based Empire National Bank, was
profiled in the spring 2017 Long Island
Business News in a Who’s Who in Banking
and Finance feature. A certified public
accountant, Verneuille has held her position
since 2012.

SCHOOL OF NURSING
AND ALLIED HEALTH
Helen Brugger ’16 (B.S.N.) was promoted
to clinical resource nurse at Greenwich
Hospital. She is chair of the Quality and
Safety Council, Coordinating Council and a
nursing preceptor at the hospital. Brugger is
enrolled in the college’s Master of Science in
Nursing program.
Maureen McGuinness ’15 (B.S.N.) joined
the prestigious ranks of the International
Nurses Association with an upcoming
publication in the Worldwide Leaders
in Healthcare. She is a registered nurse
with 11 years experience in her field and
extensive expertise in all facets of nursing.
McGuinness is serving patients at the

New York State Office for Persons with
Developmental Disabilities in Bay Shore, N.Y.
She acts as the lead nurse on the forensic
cognitively impaired/psychiatric behavior
unit. McGuinness received her Associate
of Science degree in Nursing in 2012 from
Suffolk County Community College, prior
to obtaining her bachelor’s degree of
Applied Science in Nursing at SUNY Empire
State College.

IN MEMORIAM
John W. “Bill” Bennett, a long-time labor
activist and educator who taught at Indiana
University and SUNY Empire State College,
died Aug. 15, 2017. He graduated from
Holyoke High School in Massachusetts and
went on to earn a B.A. from the University
of Massachusetts, an M.A. from Yale
University and a Ph.D. from the University
of Pittsburgh. He also did graduate work at
Brown University and UMass Amherst. He
was the labor historian for the Pioneer Valley
Central Labor Council and an executive
board member of Western Massachusetts
Jobs with Justice. A former mathematics
teacher at the Springfield High School
of Commerce, he joined the American
Federation of Teachers in 1958 and was an
AFT member in five different locals. He was
president of the Springfield Federation of
Teachers in the 1960s and vice president of
the Massachusetts Federation of Teachers
and the Pioneer Valley Central Labor Council
in the early 1970s. He donated a large
collection of labor memorabilia to UMass.
Mary Cochran ’02, a long-time member
of the New York City dance community,
died Oct. 6, 2017. After 12 years with the
Paul Taylor Dance Company, she served as
chair of the dance department at Barnard
College from 2003 to 2013. Born in Texas,
her mother also was a dancer and trained at
Julliard. Cochran went to the North Carolina
School of the Arts and was accepted at
Julliard, but joined the Alwin Nikolais dance
company instead. Four years later, she was
invited into the Paul Taylor Dance Company,
where she danced a wide variety of roles.
She served as a visiting professor at the
University of Michigan, and at Mills College in
California and returned to New York to direct
Taylor 2, the company’s touring ensemble in
the late ’90s. She continued her education
with a master’s degree in Choreography and
Performance at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee in 2005. She is credited with
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several important dance initiatives including
the New York Live Arts and Sugar Salon,
which supports and highlights choreography
by women.
Dale Comfort ’88, who worked for Family
Services of Rochester, N.Y., until retirement,
died Aug. 21, 2017. He was a graduate of
Bloomfield Central School and Empire State
College at Rochester. He was a member of
the United Church of Bristol and volunteered
at Highland Hospital in Rochester, where he
accumulated the most volunteer hours ever
at the hospital.
Margaret Boulton Elbow ’74 died Sept. 14,
2017. Born in Alberta, Canada, and educated
in a one-room prairie schoolhouse, at age
12 she was sent to England for additional
schooling. She held a degree in Early
Childhood Education from the Rachael
McMilian College in London and later
earned a B.A. in Human Development. She
was the director of Kenwood Day Care
Center, continued studies in early childhood
education, and wrote children’s stories and
a children’s book, “The Rootomom Tree.”
She was an active member of Westminster
Presbyterian Church for more than 67 years,
and a highly engaged member of the Empire
State College alumni community. Her family
asked that memorial donations be made to
the Empire State College Foundation.
William “Mike” Johnson, a 2014 graduate
of the National Labor College, whose alumni
now affiliate with the Empire State College
Alumni Association, died Nov. 24, 2017. He
was a cosmetologist in the Philadelphia,
Pa. area for 23 years, and also served as
assistant transportation supervisor for the
Upper Darby School district. He earned his
Bachelor of Science degree in Labor, Safety
and Health at the National Labor College
and, at the time of his death, was pursuing
his master’s degree in School Business
Leadership from Wilkes University.
Everett W. Jones ’74 died Aug. 20, 2017.
Jones was born in Fort Edward, N.Y., and
was a 1954 graduate of Hudson Falls High
School. He served in the U.S. Military,
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and later served as a correction officer at
several state prisons. He rose in the ranks
from sergeant to lieutenant to captain,
deputy superintendent of security at Attica
Correctional Facility before becoming
superintendent at Great Meadow and
later Washington Correctional Facility in
Comstock. After transferring to Mt. McGregor
Correctional Facility in Wilton, he retired in
1996, with nearly 38 years of service with
the state Department of Corrections. He
earned his associate degree in Correction
Administration from Adirondack Community
College and a bachelor’s degree in the same
field from SUNY Empire.
Ronald G. Lindemann ’96 died Aug. 14,
2017. Lindemann was a 1965 graduate of
Guilderland High School (Albany County, N.Y.)
and earned a degree in Business from SUNY
Empire. He served in the military, and worked
for Verizon for 26 years. He was a recipient
of a Points of Light Award from President
George H.W. Bush’s foundation for his role
in a volunteer project that provided bedside
telephone services to disabled veterans at
Castle Point Veterans Affairs Hospital.
Patricia McCoy ’04 died Sept. 30, 2017.
McCoy was a 2004 graduate and earned
a degree in Business, Management and
Economics from the college’s Syracuse
location. She worked for the Moravia Bank
and Monroe Metz Industrial Supply in
Cortland, N.Y., after raising her two sons.
She went on to work in the financial aid
and admissions office at SUNY Cortland,
at Wilcox Press in Ithaca, N.Y., at All Mode
Communications in Freeville, N.Y. and the
state of New York as an auditor for the Office
of the Medicaid Inspector General. After
retiring from the state, McCoy worked as the
Summerhill town historian.
Joyce S. McKnight, an associate professor
of Community and Human Services, died
March 12, 2017. The recipient of the 2007
Altes Prize for Exemplary Community Service,
McKnight was recognized for her ability to
blend her scholarly activities and teaching
with community action. She held a Bachelor

of Arts in Psychology and Sociology from
Allegheny College in Pennsylvania, a Master
of Education in Counseling from Gannon
College and a Doctor of Education from The
Pennsylvania State University. McKnight had
a lifelong passion for teaching, counseling,
community organizing and social justice,
which was reflected in every aspect of her
personal and professional life. In 2009, she
received the Phyllis M. Cunningham award
for social justice research from the Adult
Education Research Conference.
Marjorie Robison ’95, an alumna and online
mentor, died May 2, 2017. After completing
her Bachelor of Arts in Religion at Barnard
College, she moved to La Jolla, Calif., where
she taught American History and Religious
Studies at the Bishop’s School. She relocated
to Rochester, N.Y., with her husband and
began taking classes at Empire State College
in mathematics. She earned a Master of Arts
in Social Policy in 1995. She started teaching
mathematics at SUNY Empire in 1987 and
continued through 2016.
Mel Rosenthal, noted photographer and
retired distinguished professor of The Arts
at SUNY Empire State College’s New York
City location for 40 years, died Oct. 30,
2017. He was particularly noted for
photographing the South Bronx during the
1970s and 1980s, but also widely recognized
for his photographic work in Cuba, Nicaragua,
Puerto Rico, Vietnam and among newly
arrived immigrants to the United States.
A graduate of the City College of New
York, Rosenthal earned a Ph.D. in English
Literature and American Studies from the
University of Connecticut. Rosenthal taught
photography at SUNY Empire and directed
the college’s photography program in New
York City. He was photography editor of
culturefront, the magazine of the New York
Council for the Humanities, and was awarded
fellowships from the New York Foundation
for the Arts and the National Endowment
for the Arts. A tribute to Rosenthal was
written by his former SUNY Empire student
and photographer Ricky Flores.

THE OFFICIAL ONLINE STORE

GRAND OPENING

VISIT WWW.SUNYEMPIREGEAR.COM
TO SEE WHAT’S NEW IN SUNY EMPIRE STATE COLLEGE GEAR.
This newly expanded college store offers hundreds of items, from clothing for infants and toddlers to branded gear for
hunting and fishing, and much in between – watches, shirts, pants, decals, golf items, drinkware and name-brand clothing like
Adidas, Columbia and Under Armour, to name just a few. You also can personalize your T-shirts with your graduation year.
There are new specials every month, and we even have a “fire sale” section.

PLEASE VISIT THE STORE AND SHOW YOUR ESC PRIDE!

2 Union Ave.
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-4390
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Alumni, students, faculty and community members participated in the Celebration of Juneteenth event held in Manhattan. From left to right: Dallas Lee Bell,
community member; Carl Hall, vice president of the Black Male Initiative; Craig Pride ’15, alumni mentor for BMI; Larry Johnson, president of BMI; Carmen Feliciano,
secretary for student enrollment; Eddie J. Shellman ’17, BMI member; Elliott Dawes, chief diversity officer; and David Fullard, mentor and faculty advisor of BMI.

